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U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  RADIO  SERVICE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

October  3,  iSkj 

Anderson  Announces  Grain  Saving  Campaign 

Secretary  Anderson  inaugurated  a  campaign  this  week  to  save  more 
grain  for  hunger -stricken  areas  abroad  through  more  efficient  feeding 
of  livestock  and  poultry  on  American  farms.    To  paraphrase  the  Secre- 
tary's appeal  in  "south  forty"  language,  he  said,  "When  most  of  the 
world's  hungry,  meat  that  grades  U.S.. Grade  Good  is  good  enough.  Let's 
not  put  that  extra  fat  finish  on  our  livestock,  "because  the  grain  it 
takes  will  save  lives.    We've  got  lots  of  hay  this  year.     Let's  feed 
it      And  if  our  dairy  herds  are  strong,  let's  not  feed  grain  when 
the  cow  is  dry.     The  same  goes  over  in  the  hen  house*-    Cull  the  flock 
hard.    Biddy  is  either  active  in  the  egg  business,  or  she  is  fricessee. 

A  Farm  Grain  Saving  fact  sheet,  together  with  the  official  state- 
ment by  the  Secretary  on  the  grain  saving  campaign,  will  reach  you  by 
mail  with  the  other  regular  releases  from  the  Department.     If  you 
want  additional  copies  .  write  us, 


Alemari  Decree 

President  Miguel  Aleman  of  Mexico  has  issued  a  decree  investing 
official  veterinary  forces  fighting  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  16 
Mexican  States  with  the  authority  to  order  prompt  slaughter  of  in- 
fected, or  exposed  animals.    While  the  decree  no  longer  makes  it 
necessary  to  secure  the  concent  of  the  owner,  to  the  slaughter  of 
infected  or  exposed  animals,  it  in  no  way  affects  the  promise  and 
obligation  of  the  commission  to  indemnify  owners  according  to  the 
fair  standards  that  have  been  determined  and  placed  in  effect  since 
the  start  of  the  campaign  .   Commission  officials  believe  this  will 
speed  up  the  job  of  eradication  tremendously,  since  prior  to  this 
time .animals  were  left  alive  pending  agreement  on  the  indemnity 
price , ' . 


New  Dairy  and  Poultry  Market  News  Offices 

A  Dairy  and  Poultry  Market  News  office  will  open  at  Cleveland  on 
October  13  and  will  "be  in  charge  of  L.  C  Giffen.  The  office  will  "be 
located  at  the  Northern  Ohio  Food  Terminal ,  4000  East  Orange  Avenue. 

On  October  20 ,  an  office  will  "be  opened  at  Madison.  Wisconsin  and  will 
"be  in  charge  of  C.  D.  Hadley.    The  office  will  "be  located  with  the  Divi- 
sion of  Markets,  State  Department  of  Agri culture ,  State  Capitol  Building. 

The  Cleveland  office  will  cover  dairy  and  poultry  products  while  in  Madi- 
son attention  will  first  "be  given  to  the  cheese  market  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  within  a  short  time  other  dairy  products,  poultry  and  eggs  will 
"be  reported.    Reports  probably  will  not  be  issued  for  two  or  three  weeks 
after  the  opening  of  the  office  in  order  to  allow  time  for  establishing 
procedures,  contacts,  etc. 

Mr.  Giffen  is  being  transferred  from  Cincinnati  where  he  will  be  succeeded 
by  C.  C.  McClure.    Mr.  Hadley  is  being  transferred  from  Detroit  and  will 
be  succeeded  by  J.  P.  Kauffman,  formerly  engaged  in  dairy  and  poultry 
inspection  work  for  the  USDA  in  New  York  City. 

"Reports  and  Periodicals",  issued  by  PMA,  is  being  revised  and  copies  will 
be  available  in  two  or  three  weeks.     This  publication  will  give  up  to 
date  information  on  all  market  reports,  including  the  location  of  offices 
and  the  dates  of  operation  of  seasonal  offices.    It  also  describes  briefly 
the  other  regular  reports  and  publications  of  PMA.    A  copy  will  >e  sent  you 
as  soon  as  it  is  available. 

County  Agent  Awards 

The  National  County  Agents  Association  makes  awards  for  distinguished 
service  to  its  membership  each  year,    RFD's  who  want  to  get  on  the  list  to 
receive  announcements  of  these  awards  can  do  so  by  writing  to  S.  D.  Bateman, 
County  Agricultural  Agent,  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas. 

Ground  Nuts ,  by  Jove  I 

Some  time  ago,  you'll  remember,  we  heard  that  England  in  coopera- 
tion with  her  dominions  was  planning  considerable  increase  in  production 
of  certain  agricultural  crops  in  some  sections  of  Africa.    Among  these 
crops  was  "ground  nuts".     (Peanuts  to  us.) 

Now  comes  a  report  from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
that  indicates  the  British  meant  what  they  said:   -  This  season,  according 
to  OFAR's  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets"  report,  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
harvested  a  record  peanut  crop  of  3C ,000  short  tons  (in  the  shell)  from 
approximately  100,000  acres.     This  is  l80  percent  greater  than  last  year's 
crop  and  225  percent  greater  than  the  1939-^3  average. 

Oops !    An  Accident 

The  September  19  RFD  Letter  accidentally  reported  one  of  the  National 
Safety  Contest  Winners  as  KGW  Stockton,  California.     It  should  have  been 
KWG. 
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Agriculture  Committee  Hearings 

•  Sometime  ago  we  mentioned  that,  hearings  would  he  held  by  the  House 
Agriculture  Committee  on  a  long-range  program  for  Agriculture.    The  dates 
for  these  hearings  have  "been  set  as  follows:    Washington,  D.  C . ,  Oct.  6- 
10;  Durham,  N.  H. ,  Oct.  13;  Lancaster,  Pa. ,  Oct.  15;  Eocky  Mount,  N.C., 
Oct.  17;  Montgomery, , Ala. ,  Oct.  20;  Madison.  Wis  ,  Oct  2k;  Sioux  City, 
Iowa'  Oct:  '27;  Kansas  City,  Mo .  .  'Oct  29;  Temple,  Texas,  Nov.  1;  Ft  Collins, 
Cole.,: Nov.  k;  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Nov.  8;  Spokane,  Wash.,  Nov.  10; 
Fresno,  Calif...  Nov.  17.    Any. persons  or  groups  wishing  to  he  heard  should 
write  to  Chairman  Representative  Clifford  E.  Hope  for  an  appointment. 

A  tentative  schedule  for  similar  hearings  hy  the  Senate  Agricultural 
Committee  under  the  chairmanship  of  Senator  George  Aiken  has. been  set 
up  to  include:    Washington,  D    C.  Oct.  .6-7  and  8;  Springfield,  111.,  Oct. 
20;  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Oct.  21;  Ames,  .Iowa,  Oct.  22;  and  Denver.-  Colo., 
Oct    2k.   ,  Other  hearings  will  probably  ."be  scheduled  in  the  South  and  New 
England . 

Blue  Lupine 

With  the  peak  of  the  planting  season  for  blue  lupine  coming  within 
the  next  -ten  days  in  southeastern  states,  word  comes  that  distributors 
and  farmers  have  purchased  approximately  one  million  pounds  of  seed  to  ■■ 
date  for  seeding  of  their  winter  cover  crop.     In  view  of  the  continued, 
apparent  shortage  of  nitrogen,  southern  farmers  are  being  encouraged  to 
make  use  of  this  legume  seed.  '  Fersons  interested  in  purchasing  blue  lupine 
seed  should  contact  Mr.  Arnold  Ferguson,  Sumpter  County  Agricultural  Con- 
servation Association,  Americus .  Georgia. 

A  Research  Achievement  Sheet  on  Blue  Lupine  is  available  to  RFD's. 
Write  us . 


From  the  Balance  Sheet  of  Agriculture 

The  following  is  the  summary  analysis  from  BAE's  Balance  Sheet  for 
Agriculture,  19^?: 

Agriculture  viewed  in  its  entirety  reached  the  year  19^7  "with  assets 
of  111.209  million  dollars,  the  largest  in  history      The  hugh  wartime 
increases  in  the  market  valuations  of  farm  real . .estate  and  other  physical 
assets  and  the  extensive  gains  in  money  and  savings  bonds  were  followed 
by  still  further  increases  in  all  these  items  in  19^6,  the  first  full 
postwar  calendar  year. 

For  only  one'  major  item  was  the  wartime'  trend  of  the  individual 
Balance  Sheet  items  reversed:     Instead  of  decreasing  during  19^-6  as  it 
had  in  other  recent  years,  agricultural  DEBT  increased.    Even  though 
debt  did  increase,  the  higher  valuations  of  the  asset's"' were""  mo  re  than 
enough  tp  offset  this  factor  and  the  equities  of  proprietors  in  the  farm- 
ing, business  ,  including  those  of  landlords  and  tenants,  were  the  highest 
of  all  time  ,  .  ;  ;.      ..  .,-  •   . .  K  , 


Farm  Prices  --  as  of  September  15 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economies'  monthly  "Agricultural  Prices"  (as 
of  9/l5)  was  issued  Sept.  29-    Here's  a  summary  on  a  few  major  farm  products: 


Wheat  (bu.) 
Eye  (tot.) 
Corn  ("bu. ) 
Oats  ("bu.) 
Barley  (bu.) 
Hay  (ton) 
Cotton  (l"b. ) 
Soybeans  (bu.) 
Peanuts  (lb.  ) 
Flaxseed  ["bu.) 
Potatoes  ("bu.) 
Apples  ("bu.) 
Oranges  ("box) 
Hogs  (cwt.) 
Beef  (cvt.) 
Lambs  (cvt.) 
Butterfat  (lb.) 
Milk  (cvt  ) 
Chickens  (lb.) 
Eggs  (doz.) 


■riverage 

1909-12; 

$  .884 
.72 
.642 
•  399 
.619 
11.87 
.124 


Prices  Eeceived 


by  Farmers 


.Oil 

1.69 
.697 

.96 

7.27 

5-42 
p.88 

.263 
1.60 
.Ilk 
.215 


9-1! 
$  1 

1, 
1 


1 


>-46 

79 
91 
73 
747 


40 

353 
2.13 

.089 
3-78 
I.27 

2.37 
3-01 
16.10 
13.80 
15.70 

.756 
4.69 
29.3 

.44- 


9-15-^7 
2.43 
2.48 
2.40 
1.08 
1.78 
16.10 

•  312 
3.05 

.10 

6.18 

I.49 

2.53 

I.31 
27.20 
20 . 20 
21.60 
.840 

4.35 

27.9- 
.530 


Parity 
Price 

9-15-47 
2,10 
1.71 
1.52 
.946 

.147 

28.10 
.293 

2.28 

.114 

4,01 
1.77 
2.28 

3 .  o^ 
17.20 

12.80 
13.90 
.619 
3.90 
.270 
.541 


Price  as  Percen- 
tage of  Parity 

9-15-47 
116 
145 
158. 
314 
121 

57 
106 

88 
154 

84 
106 

3D 
158 

158 

1^5 
136 

112 
103 

98 


Sharp  increases  in  prices  of  meat  animals ,  dairy  and  poultry  products, 
and  grains  lifted  the  index  of  prices  received  by  farmers  to  a  new  high  of 
286  percent  of  the  19C9-14  average.     The  increase  of  4  percent  over  last 
month  is  the  sharpest  monthly  rise  since  last  March.     The  index  on  Septem- 
ber If.  was  18  percent  above  a  year  ago,  and  22  percent  higher  than  the  post 
World  War  I  high,  235  ^  May  1920.    At  the  same  time  prices  paid  by  farmers 
including  interest  and  taxes  rose  about  one  percent  and  established  a  nev 
all-time  high  of  237.     'This  is  18  percent  above  a  year  ago  and  17  percent- 
higher  than  the  peak  of  202  reached  in  1920  after  the  first  world  var. 


Eesearch  Achievement  Sheets 

In  addition  to  the  Eesearch  Achievement  Sheet  on  Blue  Lupine  (men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  the  letter),  two  others  are  available.     The  titles 
are:     Quality  of  Turpentine  and  Eos  in  Improved  by  New  Methods,  and  Im- 
provements' in  the  Process  for  Making  Synthetic  Rubber. 


Garden  Growers  Gather 

In  a  previous  letter,  we  mentioned  that  Gordon  Loudon,  RED  at  WWL, 
Nev  Orleans  was  offering  his  good  offices  for  any  of  the  fellows  who  wanted 
recordings,  etc.,  from  the  National  Junior  Vegetable  Growers  meeting  in 
Jackson,  Mississippi.     Gordon  now  informs  us  that  the  exact  dates  for  the 
meeting  will  be  Eecember  11,  12  and  13 .    Headquarters  will  be  in  the  Heidel 
berg  Hotel . 


English  Visitor 


Mr.  J.  B.  Williams.  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  British  Colonial  Office, 
London.  England  is  now  making  a  tour  of  the  Cotton  Belt  and  can  he  contact- 
ed "by  KFD's  at  places  listed  "below.    He  is  particularly  interested  in  methods 
of  increasing  production  of  cotton,  sugar  and  rice  on  small  holdings  through 
mechanization,  including  provisions  for  credit. 

October  12-November  2       In  Louisiana  seeing  rice  and  sugar  cultiva- 
tion and  also  cotton  picking  under  guidance  of  Extension  Service.  Seeing 
also  some  of  work  of  Farmers  Home  Administration,  visiting  Regional  Lab- 
oratory of  USDA.  etc. 

November  3 -November  8       At  Memphis  for  discussion  with  American 
Cotton  Co-Operative  Association  and  visits  arranged  by  them  to  farms. 

November  10 -November  lcy  --  At  Knoxville  for  visit  to  T.V.A. 

November  17-December  6  --  In  Georgia  seeing  work  of  Extension  Service 
and  Farmers  Home  Administration.    Visits  to  Experiment  Station  at  Griffin 
and  State  College  at  Clemson,  S.  C,  etc. 

December  8th  --To  Agricultural  College  at  Raleigh,  N.C. 


Dog  Diet 

The  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  has  reprinted  an  article  written  a 
number  of  years  ago  by  S.  R.   Speelman  on  Feeding  Puppies.     If  you  want  a 
copy.  Write. 

AMOK  2n§5tII§ 

As  you  know  Kamp  (Casey)  Charles,  Chief ■ of  Special  Reports,  Office 
of  Information,  has  been  helping  Radio  Service  no  end  since  last  Jan- 
uary.   He's  done  the  major  work  on  the  RFD  Letter  after  Dana  Reynolds 
started  catching  up  on  western  field  work. 

But  a  week  or  so  back  Kamp.  left  us  for  another  phase  of  Office  of 
Information  work  •    He  and  Stanley  Gaines  are  handling  the  Research  and 
Marketing  Act  of  19^6  information  work.    We're  pleased  to  announce  that 
Kamp  and  Stan  are  counting  heavily  on  serving  radio  farm  directors  with 
information  and  tips-  on  RMA.    Their  work  in  the  Offise  of  Information 
ties  in  closely  with  Ernie  Mo ere  and  the  other  research  bureaus  infor- 
•  mat  ion  men. 

We're  sorry  to  lose  Kamp,  to  another  project,  but  he'll  still  be 
working  indirectly  for  RFD' s .  Joe  Tonkin  has  already  started  helping 
(unders  tat  erne  nt)  with  the  Letter.,  in  addition  to  his  regular  work. 

Kamp  says,  "I  did  my  first  issue  of  the  RFD  Letter  on  February  7  . 
and  my  last  on  September  19-     It  was  a  lot  of  fun,  and  I'm  sorry 
to  give  it  up,  particularly  because  I  felt  I  was  writing  for,  and  working 
with,  about  as  select  a  group  of  dispensers  of  agricultural  information 
as  «an  be  found/    RFD's  to  my  mind,  have  an  almost  perfect  setup  for 
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firsthand  service  to  agriculture.     In  a  way  I'm  not  leaving  '-"because  in 
"peddling"  information  on  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act,  "i'm  keeping 
radio. . .especially  RFD'  s ...  in  mind  at  all  times.    Brothers  ,  may  your  ser- 
vice tribe  increase' " 

Joe  says,  "That  strange  noise  you  hear  is  me  trying  to  cover  USDA  for 
you  in  Kamp's  shoes,    Editorially  speaking,  they  are  hard  to  fill.    But  have 
patience,  I'm  only  a  relief  pitcher,    The  regulars  will  he  along  any  moment." 

Being  a  "relief  pitcher"  are  Joe's  words,  not  mine.  Although  Dana  Eey- 
noids  will  he  handling  the  Letter  mostly  after  November  1,  I  expect  Joe  will 
have  a  lot  of  responsibility  for  it. 

Some  of  you  know  C.  A.  Herndon  and  Elizabeth  Pitt,  the  other  two  profes- 
sional members  of  Radio  Service.     They  will  continue  their  projects,  hitting 
on  all  cylinders  as  usual. 

Actually  we'll  all  be  doing  a  lot  of  pinch  hitting  for  each  other  through - 
the  coming  year  *    We  can  do  that  because  of  the  smooth  teamwork  of  this  cap- 
able team  I'm  lucky  enough  to  be  master  sergeant  of. 

Amigos 

The  latest  on  the  Mexican  foot-and-mouth  disease  campaign  comes  from 
Jalisco  (Hah -Lees -Co) ,  the  Mexican  State  famed  as  the  home  of  music  and  other 
beautiful  things.     Jalisco,  like  15  other  Mexican  States,  has  been  invaded 
by  the  foot-and-mouth  virus.     The  town  of  Jamay  (Ha -my)  on  the  eastern  shore 
of  Lake  Chapala,  has  about  8000  people.    And  there  were  about  8,f00  head  of 
cattle,  sheep,  goats  and  swine... all  animals  that  had  either  contracted  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  or  were  exposed  to  it.     Such  being  the  case;  all  of  these 
animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  determined  drive  that  is  now  being  made  to  rid 
Mexico  of  the  disease  and  eliminate  its  threat  to  the  United  States. 

Donovan  Senter,  an  employee  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  USDA  and 
chief  of  the  disinfection  unit  that  went  to  work  in  Jamay  tells  this  story  of 
the  job  and  what  he  found  by  way  of  cooperation  from  the  people.        There  were 
more  than  I5OC  houses  and  attached  corrals  to  disinf ect . . . it  was  no  small  job. 
On  the  average,  each  house  and  corral  required  15-  gallons  of  k  percent  soda  ash 
disinfecting  solution. ..a  total  of  more  than  22,000  gallons  in  this  one  village 
A  crew  of  If,  trained  Mexicans  operating  at  full  speed  with  two  pressure  pumps 
can  disinfect  about  LO  house-corral  units  in  an  hour.    Actually,  it  took  three 
weeks  of  daily  operations  at  this  rate  to  do  the  job.    And  it  was  thoroughly 
done,  thanks  to  the  100  percent  cooperation  of  the  people  and  their  constant 
work.     Technician  Senter  reports  that  at  first  the  women  of  the  town  were 
afraid  the  disinfecting  solution  would  harm  creeping  youngsters  and  garden 
plants.    But  when  the  spray  was  turned  directly  on  Senter' s  f ace ,  they  were 
assured  that  it  was  harmless. 

Cordially, 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't.  Director  of  Information 

Chief,  Radio  and  Video 

Enclosures : 

Statistical  Summary 

Special  Corn  Maturity  Report 
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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

Crop  Report 


October  11,  19^7 


RADIO  SERVICE 


On  the  face  of  it,  the       million  "bushel  increase  in  the  corn  crop 
as  estimated  "by  BAE  looks  good  for  all  concerned.    But  any  jubilation 
must  "be  tempered  "by  the  dissappearance  figures  of  stocks  on  hand  and  the 
large  amount  of  soft  corn.    In  other  words,  during  that  good  growing 
weather  in  September,  we"  were  using  as  much  corn  out  of  our  stocks  as 
we  were  gaining  from  the  on-coming  crop  in  the  field... and  although  the 
estimated  amount  of  soft  corn  is  not  large  when  the  total  crop  is  con- 
sidered, it  still  adds  up  to  a  lot  of  feed  and  grain.    Thus  the  whole 
corn  situation  is  about    where  it  was  when  the  President's  Food  Conser- 
vation Program  was  announced.     On  the  "brighter  side  is  the  indication 
that  food  grain  production  tops  all  previous  years,  while  102  million 
tons  of  hay,  plus  a  large  carryover,  provides  the  most  liberal  hay  sup- 
ply per  animal  unit  on  record,  though  some  of  it  is  of  poor  quality. 

This  seems  to  add  up  to  a  heavy  total  crop  production  in  19^7,  fcut 
such  a  report  does  nothing  to  reduce  the  urgency  for  people  to  conserve 
food  in  their  homes  and  farmers  to  save  grain  by  feeding  more  legumes  and 
hay. 


Farm  Market  Prospects  Look  Bright 

Merchants  with  a  large  farm  trade  can  expect  continued  rural  prosper it; 
well  into  1948,  according  to  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.    It  looks 
now  that  employment  and  national  income  may  continue  at  near  the  present 
record  levels  in  the  early  months  of  19^8.     The  foreign  demand  for  farm 
products  continues  to  be  limited  only  by  ability  to  pay  and  the  availa- 
bility of  loans  or  gifts  from  this  country    Although  increasing  from 
lows  established  in  19%$  and  19^6,  farmers'  debts  are  still  extremely  low 
relative  to  value  of  assets  and  income.    About  the  only  soft  spots  in 
farm  product  prices  appear  to  be  for  some  fruits  and  vegetables,  although 
usual  seasonal  fluctuation  may  be  expected  in  other  prices.     The  prospec- 
tive below-average  corn  crop  may  lower  farm  income  in  some  surplus  areas, 
and  maintain  relatively  high  feed  costs  in  deficit  areas. 

Meat  production  is  expected  to  be  less  next  year  because  of  the 
smaller  corn  crop  and  the  reduction  in  livestock  numbers. 
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Our  Livestock  Picture  as  Presented  Abroad 

The  following  is  a  quotation  from  a  paper  presented  "by  Dr.  William  H. 
Eiddell  at  the  International  Conference  on  Livestock  Production,  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  October  8  and  9.    Dr.  Eiddell  is  the  Agricultural  Attache  at 
the  American  Embassy,  The  Hague,  Netherlands  and  is  the  official  United 
States  representative  at  the  meeting. 

"Livestock  numbers  in  the  United  States  have  declined  significantly 
from  levels  of  the  war  period,  when  maximum  output  of  high-quality  foods 
was  required  for  shipment  to  our  Armies  and  our  Allies.     Supplies  of  grain  * 
have  "been  diminished  "by  huge  shipments  overseas  for  human  food  ,   Bet cer-than- 
normal  pasture  and  forage  conditions  have  prevailed,  however,  so  that  the 
output  of  dairy  and  meat  animals  has  been  reasonably  well  maintained,--  On 
January  1,  l^kQ-  it  is  expected  that  the  total  cattle  numbers  will  be  11  per- 
cent smaller  than  in  early  19^+5 ,  with  the  number  of  milk  cows  showing  a 
decline  amounting  to  eight  percent.    The  pig' crop  for  19^7  is  expected  to 
be  30  percent  smaller  than  the  record  of  122. million  head  in  19^-3  and 
stock.-sheep  numbers  will  be  one-third  below  the  peak  reached  in  19^2.  At 
the  same  time,  poultry  numbers  are  expected  to  show  a  decline  of  17  per- 
cent from  January  1,  19^." 

Mutual  Network  Farm  Quiz 

Beginning  Wednesday,  October  29,  9:30  p.m.  EST,  Mutual  reports  it  will 
inaugurate  a  new  farm  quiz  show  called  "E.F.D    America",    The  program  which 
will  originate  in  Chicago  is  the  idea  of  Louis  Cowan,  Quiz  Kids  boss.  Joe 
Kelly  will  be  quizmaster  .    Show,  as  yet,  is  not  sponsored  ■. 

Bag  Limit  -  Zero 

Some  hunters  seem  to  think  they've  declared  an  open  season  on  the 
poor  little  telephone -pole  insulator.    Kermit  Overby.  chief,  of  EEA's 
Information  Service  has  a  regular  campaign  underway  by  radio",  press,  schools 
and  farm  organizations  in  an  effort  to  cut  down  this  "high  cost  of  shooting 
mark."    The  cost  of  a  powerline  repair  call  is  born  by  all  who  receive  its 
electric  service. 


New  Publications  and  Achievement  Sheets 

•The  following  Department  publications  and  achievements  sheets  were 
made  available  for  distribution  this  week.    We'll  get  copies  for  you  on 
request.    The  first  publication,  "Containers  for  Fruits  and  Vegetables" 
covers  everything  from  lugs  to  pony  flats  .    Another  one  entitled,  "Your 
Farm  Lease""  has  an  idea  that  will  stand  a  lot  of  promotion.    Then  there's 
one  on  "Infectious  Anemia,  which  might  be  called  the  story  of  Swamp  Fever 
in  horses.    And  while  the  writers  were  on  the  subject,  they  wrote  a  dandy 
on  "Breeds  of  Draft  Horses".    There's  one  on  "Coordinated  Management  Tor 
Harvesting,  Storing,  and  Marketing  Northwest  Apples,  and  the  reprint  of 
and  exceptionally  good  oldie,   "Planning  the  Farmstead. 

Eesearch  Achievement  Sheets  include  one  called  "Soil  Moisture  Measure- 
ments   Aid  Wheat  Growers  in  Great  Plains",  and  one  for  the  ladies,  "Func- 
tional Work  Clothes  Designed  for  Women". 
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Increase  Number  of  Negro  Extension  Workers 

Of  the  92h  additional    agricultural  extension  workers  appointed  in  the 
South  through  Bankhead-Flannagan  funds  since  the  19^5  fiscal  year,  197  or  21 
percent  were  colored,  reports  M.  L.  Wilson,  Director  of  Extension  Service. 

North  Carolina  leads  the  list  of  States  with  the  appointment  of  36 
additional  colored  farm  and  home  demonstration  agents  and  supervisors; 
and  Mississippi  is  second  with  the  appointment  of  31 .    The  total  number 
of  colored  Extension  Service  agents  and  supervisors  stood  at  790  as  of 
June  30. 


Smoky  Bear  -  Video  Star 

Staehle,  the  artist  who  created  Smoky  Bear  for  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service 
appeared  last  Friday  night  on  NBC's  television  outlet  in  New  York.  Bill 
Bergoffen  and  Clint  Davis  of  the  FS  Washington  office  also  faced  the  lights 
and  cameras  .    Pitch,  was  to  call  attention  to  the  Fire  Campaign. 

World  Oats  and  Barley  Crops 

World  .production  of  "barley  and  oats  in  19^7  is  estimated  to  "be  about 
six  percent  "below  average,  according  to  OFAR  reports.     This  year's  oats 
production,  estimated  at  k,2kr.  million  bushels  is  three  percent  "below 
last  year's  crop,  while  barley  at  2,220  million  is  about  five  percent  larger 
than  last  year,  but  nevertheless  below  the  1935-1939  average  .    The  smaller 
oats  harvest  is  .due  to  the  sharp  drop  ;in  North  America's  out-turn. 


New  Eadio  Man  in  South  Carolina  Extension 

Paul  Seabrook  has  been  appointed  Extension  Eadio  Specialist  for 
South  Carolina.    He  replaces  Winnie  Belle  Holden,  who  resigned  some  time 
ago.    Mr.  Seabrook  will  make  his  headquarters  at  Clemson. 

Agriculture  Committee  Bearings 

You  have  received,  or  will  receive  in  your  mail  with  the  official 
USDA  releases     copies  of  six  statements  made  by  USDA  officials  on  Long 
Range  Plans  for  Agriculture  as  presented  before  the  joint  meetings  of 
the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture    and  the  Senate  Subcommittee  on  Agri- 
culture and  Forestry.    Here  are  some  excerpts  that  appear  significant  to 
us .  >'f?&  ":7  r  *  - 

Assistant  Secretary  Brannan:  -  "I  should  also  like  to  point  out 
that  we  do  not  regard  any  of  our  proposals  as  sensational.. .they  repre- 
sent an  evolution  rather  than  a  revolution  in  farm  program  thinking. . . 
Policy  must  be  simple.    Our  program  structure,  on  the  other  hand,  may 
have  to  be  complex. " 

W.  V.  Lambert,  Agricultural  Research  Administrator:  -  "If  we  are  to 
keep  pace  with  other  segments  of  the  economy  and  at  the  same  time  put 
such  a  policy  of  abundance  into  effect,  we  must  constantly  (continued) 


W.  V.  Lambert  (continued) 


add  to  our  sum  of  scientific  knowledge  and  translate  it  into  workable 
technology. " 

Claude  B -  Wickard,  PEA  Administrator:   -"I  think  it  abundantly  evident 
that  unless  a  real  and  persistent  effort  is  made  to  "bring  to  rural  areas 
something  approaching  parity  of  living  standards,  the  nation  faces  a  pos- 
sible deterioration,  erosion  and  depletion  of  its  agricultural  people  that 
will  constitute  a  threat  to  a  sound  agriculture  no  less  alarming  than  the 
spectacular  erosion,  deterioration,  depiction  of  the  land." 

0*  V.  Wells ,  Chief,  BAE:   -  "After  people,  our  most  vital  agricultural 
resource  is  productive  land.    Year  in  and  year  out,  in  good  times  and  bad, 
as  long  as  this  nation  shall  exist  people  and  productive  land  will  he  the 
principal  elements  upon  which  we  must  depend  for  prosperity  and  security. 
It  might  be  a  fair  statement  to  say  that  the  world  position  of  the  United 
States  a  century  hence  may  be  foretold  now  by  the  manner  in  which  we  guard 
our  resources,  particularly  our  people  and  our  land.  --."We  have  depleted 
our  "basic  wealth  faster  by  far  than  any  other  nation  in  history." 

Carl  C.  Farrington,  Ass't.  Administrator,  PMA:   --  (on  stabilization 
of  consumption)  -  "To  attack  these  twin  problems  the  Department  favors 
the  establishment  of  a  food  allotment  program.     The  Bill,  S  131,  intro- 
duced in  the  senate  by  Senator  Aiken  of  Vermont and  with  which  I  am  sure 
you  are  f amiliar. .. outlines  the  type  of  program  of  which  we  are  thinking. 
Such  a  program  would  attempt  to  provide  lew  income  families  with  food  neces 
sary  for  an  adequate  diet  at  reduced  prices,  using  coupons  redeemable  in 
retail  stores  similar  to  the  system  use  in  the  old  stamp  plan." 

Secretary  Anderson:  -   (speaking  of  parity)  -  Our  price  committee  has 
also  suggested  that  there  is  good  logical  argument  for  including  the  proper 
allowance  for  hired  farm  labor  in  the  revised,  or  modernized  parity  index. 
This  would  have  the  effect  of  raising  the  overall  index  a  few  percent  now 
and  might  have  the  offsetting  effect  of  lowering  it  some  during  depression 
or  low  price  periods.     I  know  that  some  questions  will  be  raised  "by  any 
revision  which  might  currently  increase  the  parity  index;  nevertheless ; 
I  think  this  is  something  that  Congress  should  seriously  consider.    I  do 
want,  however .   to  say  specifically  that  I  do  not  believe  any  allowance  for 
unpaid  farm  labor  should  "be  included.     The  parity  index  is  NOT  a  cost  of 
production  index.    Parity  measures  the  ratio  between  CASH  prices  and  rates 
PAID  and  CASH  prices  RECEIVED.     Let's  keep  it  that  way." 


Future  Farmers  Meet 

The  Future  Farmers  of  America  roll  into  Kansas  City  for  their  2Cth 
annual  national  convention  October  19  to  22.    Attendance  is  expected  to 
he  about  as  "big  as  it  was  a  year  ago.    Among  those  scheduled  to  address 
the  FFA  are  Secretary  Anderson,  British  Ambassador  Lord  Inverchapel,  Albert 
Goss,  Master  of  the  National  Grange  and  John  H.  Davis,  Executive  Secre- 
tary of  the  National  Council  of  Farmer  Cooperatives.     The  FFA  Convention 
will  not  be  held  in  connection  with  the  Kansas  City  Royal  Livestock  show 
next  year. 


Country  Women  of  the  World 


Last  week  about  eighty  rural  women  from- the  United  States  and  Canada 
landed  in  New  York  after  attending  the  fifth  world  conference  of  the  Assoc- 
iated Country  Women  of  the  World  at  Amsterdam,  Holland.    These  ladies  are 
from  farm. homes  in  all  parts  of  the  country.    Because  their  story  of  what 
went  on  at  the  Amsterdam  meeting  should  "be  of  interest  to  farm  folks  every- 
where, we're  carrying  their  names  and  addresses  here.    If  one  of  them  lives 
in  your  area,  you  may  want  to  contact  her. 


Apperson,  Mrs.  George  ■ 
Barnett,  Mrs.  Andy 
Beck,  Mrs.  Lucille 
Bonde ,  Mrs  .  Roberta 
Britt,  Mrs.  Katherine  Norton 
Brown ,  Mrs .  Maggie 
Burtis,  Mrs .  Orville  B 
Carwile,  Miss  Sarah 
Chapman.  Mrs .  F.  B.  • 
Chatter ton,  Mrs ,  L . 
Cunningham,  Mrs.  C.  C. 
DeWeese,  Mrs.  Eugene 
Bickers  on,  Mrs.  Earl 
Dilworth,  Mrs.  Frank  J. 
Easterbrook,  Mrs.  Hope 
Eddy,  Mrs.  Edward  D..  ■' 
Ewing,  Mrs.  Spencer  '■' 
Garside,  Mrs.  K.  S„ 
Gosweiler,  Mrs.  W.  Earle 
Gotwals ,  Mrs  .  Martha 
Hall,  Miss  Florence  L. 
Hassoldt,  Mrs.  John 
Heick,  Mrs.  Walter 
Hiatt,  .Mrs  .  Paul 
Hieatt,  Miss  Martha  F. 
Hill,  Miss  Sallie 
Hitchcock,  Mrs.  Verna  J. 
Hobbs ,  Mrs  .  A.  G 
Hott,  Miss  Nora  M, 
Hulette ,  Mrs ,  Jack 
Hunt,  Miss  Donna  0, 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Carman 
Johnson,  Mrs .  Lewis 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Herman  • 
Kerr,  Miss  Sara 
Killey,  Mrs .  Leonard 
Knifton,  Mrs.  John 
Krone,  Mrs.  Walter  W. 
Labbitt,  Mrs.  Myrtle 
Lane,  Miss  Laura 
Leckron,  Mrs,  L.  S. 
Lilly,  Mrs .  George 
Ludwig,  Mrs.  Alice 
Lun,  Mrs.  A.  G. 
Lynne ,  Mrs.  Duane 


Mocksville,  N.  C. 

R.  D.  1,  Eaten,  Colo. 

262  No .  9th  St . ,  Laramie ,  Wyo . 

501  No .  11th  St . ,  Independence ,  Kans . 

40  Delaware  Ave..,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Marshf ield,  Mo..  . 

Manhattan,  Kans . 

R.  D.  5,  Abberrille,  So.  Carolina 

Box  2l6,  Rochester,  Mich. 

R.  D.  1.  Greensboro,  Ala. 

E  .  D ,  k ,  El  Dorado .  Kans . 

R  .  D.  2,  Troy,  Ohio  . 

Freya  Farms,  Irene,  So.  Dakota 

223  W.  4th  Ave Mitchell,  S.D. 

Dudley,  Mass. 

Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N  Y. 

1706  E.  Wash!  St . , ' Bloomington,  111. 

136  Tahoma  Road,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Aberdeen,  Md.  '        '••  .  ■ 

Wessington  Springs,  S.D. 

Dept.  of  Agri.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Littleton,  Colo. 

R.  D.  #1.  Smithfield,  Ky. 

Bethany,  Mo. 

R.  D.  1,  Lexington,  Ky. 

The  Progressive  Farmer,  Birmingham,  Air 

Agri.  Ext.  Service,  Laramie,  Wyo. 

Woodburn,  Ky. 

810  9th  Ave.,  Brookings,  S.  D. 

237  West  Main  Street,  Frankfort,  Ky. 

Independence ,  Kans . ■ 

P.O.  Blag..  Fort  Collins,  Colo. 

Sterling,  Colo. 

Kingston,  No.  Carolina 

Univ.  of  N.H.,  Durham,  N.H. 

114  So.  G.  St.,  Monmouth,  111, 

R.  D.  3,  Sterling,  Colo. 

Sunset  Ranch,  Cherryvale,  Kans, 

Radio  Station  CKLW,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Curtis  Publishing  Co,  Philadelphia, Pa. 

Box  429,  Abilene,  Kans. 

2fM-  Mohawk  Drive,  Dearborn,  Mich. 

Onida,  S.  D. 

Halifax,  Mass . 

Milford,  Delaware 


-  6 


McCauley,  Mrs.  Naomi  H. 
McCullough, .  Mrs. .  Wm .  D . .- : 
Mehl,  Mrs.  Pearl  . 
Miller,  Mrs.  Clyde 
Miller,  Mrs.  Mildred..', 
Milligan,  Mrs.  B>  E. 
Nichols >  Mrs,  W.  E. 
Oeser,  Mrs.  Edward 
Olds,  Mrs.  Ee"becca  M. 
Person,  Mrs.  Eva  U,. 
Pike,  Mrs.  Walter  K. 
Bichardson,  Mrs.  H.  C. 
Bob ins on,  Mrs.  Alex 
Sayre ,  Mrs  .  Eaymond 
Buss ell,  Mrs.  T©m 
Schriwise,  Mrs.  Christina 
Sewall.  Mrs.  Charles  W. 
Smyrl,  Mrs.  0.  J. 
Sutherland,  Miss  Mary 
Thomas,  Mrs.  Charles  W. 
Thomas ,  Miss  Maybell 
Thurmond ,  Mrs  ,  Ewing 
Todd,  Mrs .  Walter  S  . 
Tucker,  Mrs.  J.  Brooks 
Vos ,  Mrs .  Clara  M  • 
Weagly,  Mrs  .  Boy  C.  F. 
Weldon,  Miss  Myrtle 
Wiley,  Mrs.  Dawson 


2750  Milner- Court Birmingham, -..Ala, 
Bo.chester,  N.  Y. 
Kinsley,  Kans, 
Camden  ,  Ala  . 
Sumner,  Mo. 

606  South  Ma  thews',  Urbana,  111. 

B,  D.  3?  Lexington,  Ky. 

Box  302,  Claflin,  Kans. 

So.  Main  St.,  Middlefield.  Ohio 

E.  D«  2,  Louisburg,  N.C.. 

Dana  Bead,  Bonders onville,  N.C. 

2^23  Emil  Avenue,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Crystal  Springs  Farm,  Smithf ield,  Ky. 

Ackworth .  Iowa 

Lacey 1 s  Springs ,  Ala . 

Box  298,  Hoisington,  Kans. 

58  E.  Washington  St,,  Chicago,  111. 

Camden,  S.  C. 

•Colo.  A  &  M  Oblige, ,  Ft.  Collins,  Colo, 
Midway.  Ky. 

B.  D.  2,  Independence,  Kans, 
E .  D.  3,  Franklin,  Ky. 
3  Fannin  Court,  Frankfort,  Ky. 
Box  48,  B.D.  1,'  Grimesland,  N.Cn 
Box  Qk,  Woodland  Park,  Colo. 
E.F.D.  1,  Hagerstown,  Md  . 
Univ.  of  Ky,  ,  Lexington,  Ky. 
Midway,  Ky. 


Cordially, 
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Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass'ty  Director  of  Information 

Chief,  Badio.  and  Video 


Enclosures 


Preparation  of  Cribs  for  Artificial  Drying 
Special  Corn  Maturity  Beport 
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From  the: 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

Crop  Report 


October  11,  19^7 


RADIO  SERVICE 


On  the-  face  of  it,  the       million  "bushel  increase  in  the  corn  crop 
as  estimated  "by  B-AE  looks  good  for  all  concerned.    But  any  jubilation 
must  be  tempered  by  the  diss appearance  figures  of  stocks  on  hand  and  the 
large  amount  of  soft  com.    In  other  words,  during  that  good  growing 
weather  in  September,  we  were  using  as  much  corn  out  of  our  stocks  as 
we  were  gaining  from  the  on-coming  crop  in  the  field. . .and  although  the 
estimated  amount  of  soft  corn  is  not  large  when  the  total  crop  is  con- 
sidered, it  still  adds  up  to  a  lot  of  feed  and  grain.    Thus  the  whole 
corn  situation  is  about-   where  it  was  when  the  President's  Food  Conser- 
vation Program  was  announced.     On  the  brighter  side  is  the  indication 
that  food  grain  production  tops  all  previous  years,  while  102  million 
tens  of  hay,  plus  a  large  carryover,  provides  the  most  liberal  hay  sup- 
ply per  animal  unit  on  record,  though  some  of  it  is  of  poor  quality. 

This  seems  to  add  up  to  a  heavy  total  crop  production  in  19^7 ,  but 
such  a  report  does  nothing  to  reduce  the  urgency  for  people  to  conserve 
food  in  their  homes  and  farmers  to  save  grain  by  feeding  more  legumes  and 
hay. 


Farm  Market  Prospects  Look  Bright 

Merchants  with  a  large  farm  trade  can  expect  continued  rural  prosperit; 
well  into  19^-8,  according  to  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.    It  looks 
now  that  employment  and  national  income  may  continue  at  near  the  present 
record  levels  in  the  early  months  of  1M±8.     The  foreign  demand  for  farm 
products  continues  to  be  limited  only  by  ability  to  pay  and  the  availa- 
bility of  loans  or  gifts  from  this  country*    Although  increasing  from 
lows  established  in  19^5  ^nd  19^6,  farmers'  debts  are  still  extremely- low 
relative  to  value  of  assets  and  income.    About  the  only  soft  spots  in 
farm  product  prices  appear  to  be  for  some  fruits  and  vegetables,  although 
usual  seasonal  fluctuation  may  be  expected  in  other  prices.    The  prospec- 
tive below-average  corn  crop  may  lower  farm  income  in  some  surplus  areas = 
and  maintain  relatively  high  feed  costs  in  deficit  areas.. 


Meat  production  is  expected  to  be  less  next  year  because  of  the 
smaller  corn  crop"  and  the  reduction  in  livestock  numbers. 
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Our  Livestock  Picture  as  Presented  Abroad 

The  following  is  a  quotation  from  a  paper  presented  "by  Dr.  William  H. 
Eiddell  at  the  International  Conference  on  Livestock  Production,  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  October  8  and  9.    Dr.  Eiddell  is  the  Agricultural  Attache  at 
the  American  Embassy,  The  Hague,  Netherlands  and  is  the  official  United 
States  representative  at  the  meeting. 

"Livestock  numbers  in  the  United  States  have  declined  significantly 
from  levels  of  the  war  period,  when  maximum  output  of  high-quality  foods 
was  required  for  shipment  to  our.L Armies  and  our  Allies.    Supplies  of  grain 
have  been  diminished  by  huge  shipments  overseas  for  human  food  ,  Better-than- 
normal  pasture  and  forage  conditions  have  prevailed,  however,  so  that  the 
output  of  dairy  and  meat  animals  has  been  reasonably  well  maintained.  -On 
January  1.  19k8  it  is  expected  that  the  -total  cattle  numbers  will  be  11  per- 
cent smaller  than  in  early  ■ 19k- ^ ,  with  the -number  of  milk  cows  showing  a 
decline  amounting  to  eight  percent.     The  pig  crop  for. 194-7  is  expected  to 
be  3°  percent  smaller  than  the  record  of  122  million  head  in  19^3  and 
stock-sheep  numbers  will  be  one -third  below  the  peak  reached  in '1942.  At 
the  same  time,  poultry  numbers  are  expected  to  show  a ^decline  of  17  per- 
cent from  January  1,  1944." 

Mutual  Network  Farm  Quiz 

Beginning  Wednesday,  October  29,  9:3°  p.m.  EST.  Mutual  reports  it  will 
inaugurate  a  new  farm  quiz  show  called  "E.F.D    America",    The  program  which 
will  originate  in  Chicago  is  the  idea  of  Louis  Cowan,  Quiz  Kids -boss.  Joe 
Kelly  will  be  quizmaster  i    Show,  as  yet,  is  not  sponsored  » 

Bag  Limit  -  Zero 

Some  hunters  seem  to  think  they've  declared  an  open  season  on  the 
poor  little  telephone -pole  insulator.    Kermit  Overby,  chief,  of  REA's 
Information  Service  has  a  regular  campaign  underway  by  radio,  press,  schools 
and  farm  organizations  in  an  effort  to  cut  down  this  "high  cost  of  shooting 
mark."    The  cost  of  a  powerline  repair  call  is  born  by  all  who  receive  its 
electric  service. 


New  Publications  and  Achievement  Sheets 

The  following  Department  publications  and  achievements  sheets  were 
made  available  for  distribution  this  week.    We'll  get  copies  for  you  on 
request.    The  first  publication,  "Containers  for  Fruits *and  Vegetables" 
covers  everything  from  lugs -to  pony  flats  .    Another  one  entitled,  "Your 
Farm  Lease"  has  an  idea  that  will  stand  a  lot  of  promotion.    Then  there's 
one  on  "Infectious  Anemia,  which  might  be  called  the  story  of  Swamp  Fever 
in  horses.    And  while  the  writers  were  on  the  subject,  they  wrote  a  dandy 
on  "Breeds  of  Draft  Horses".    There's  one  on  "Coordinated  Management  Tor 
Harvesting,  Storing,  and  Marketing  Northwest  Apples,  and  the  reprint  of 
and  exceptionally  good  oldie,   "Planning  the  Farmstead. 

Eesearch  Achievement  Sheets  include  one  called  "Soil  Moisture  Measure- 
ments   Aid  Wheat  Growers  in  Great  Plains ";  and  one  for  the  ladies,  "Func- 
tional Work  Clothes  Designed  for  Women". 
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Increase  Number  of  Negro  Extension  Workers 

Of  the  $2h  additional    agricultural  extension  workers  appointed  in  the 
South  through  Bankhead-Flannagan  funds  since  the  19^5  fiscal  year,  197  or  21 
percent  -were  colored,  reports  M.  L.  Wilson,  Director  of  Extension  Service. 

North  Carolina  leads  the  list  of  States  vith  the  appointment  of  36 
additional  colored  farm  and  home  demonstration  agents  and  supervisors ; 
k  and  Mississippi  is  second  with  the  appointment  of  31 .    The  total  number 

of  colored  Extension  Service  agents  and  supervisors  stood  at  790  as  of 
June  30. 


Smoky  Bear  -  Video  Star  .  . 

Staehle,  the  artist  who  created  Smoky  Bear  for  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service 
appeared  last  Friday  night  on  NBC's  television  cutlet  in  New  York.  Bill 
Bergoffen  and  Clint  Davis  of  the  FS  Washington  office  also  faced  the  lights 
and  cameras  .    Pitch  was  to  call  attention  to  the  Fire  Campaign, 

World  Oats  and  Barley  Crops 

World  production  of  barley  and  oats  in  19^7  is  estimated  to  be  about 
six  percent  below  average,  according  to  OFAR  reports.     This  year's  oats 
production,  estimated  at  4,24:.  million  bushels  is  three  percent  below 
last  year's  crop,  while  barley  at  2,220  million  is  about  five  percent  larger 
than  last  year,  but  nevertheless  below  the  1935-1939  average  ,    The  smaller 
oats  harvest  is  due  to  the  sharp  drop  in  North  America's  out-turn. 


New  Radio  Man  in  South  Carolina  Extension 

Paul  Seabrook  has  been  appointed  Extension  Radio  Specialist  for 
South  Carolina.    He  replaces  Winnie  Belle  Holden,  who  resigned  seme  time 
ago  .    Mr.  Seabrook  will  make  his  headquarters  at  Clemson. 

Agriculture  Committee  Hearings 

You  have  received,  or  will  receive  in  your  mail  with  the  official 
USDA  releases    copies  of  six  statements  made,  "by  USDA  officials  on  Long 
Range  Plans  for  Agriculture  as  presented  before  the  joint  meetings  of 
the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture    and  the  Senate  Subcommittee  on  Agri- 
culture and  Forestry.    Here  are  some  excerpts  that  appear  significant  to 
us  . 

Assistant  Secretary  Brannan:   -  "I  should  also  like  to  point  out 
that  we  do  not  regard  any  of  our  proposals  as  sensational. . .they  repre- 
sent an  evolution  rather  than  a  revolution  in  farm  program  thinking. . . 
Policy  must  he  simple.    Our  program  structure,  on  the  other  hand,  may 
have  to  be  complex. " 

W.  V.  Lambert,  Agricultural  Research  Administrator:  -  "If  we  are  to 
keep  pace  with  other  segments  of  the  economy  and  at  the  same  time  put 
such  a  policy  of  abundance  into  effect,  we  must  constantly  (continued) 
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W.  V.  Lambert  (continued) 

add  to  our  sum  of  scientific  knowledge  and  translate  it  into  workable 
technology. " 

! 

Claude  R .  Wickard,  REA  Administrator:   -"I  think  it  abundantly  evident 
that  unless  a  real  and  persistent  effort  is  made  to  bring  to  rural  areas 
something  approaching  parity  of  living  standards ,  the  nation  faces  a  pos- 
sible deterioration,  erosion  and  depletion  of  its  agricultural  people  that 
will  constitute  a  threat  to  a  sound  agriculture  no  less  alarming  than  the 
spectacular  erosion,  deterioration,  depletion  of  the  land." 

0fc  V.  Wells,  Chief,  BAE:   -  "After  people,  our  most  vital  agricultural 
resource  is  productive  land.    Year  in  and  year  out,  in  good  times  and  bad. 
as  long  as  this  nation  shall  exist  people  and  productive  land  will  be  the 
principal  elements  upon  which  we  must  depend  for  prosperity  and  security. 
It  might  be-  a  fair  statement  to  say  that  the  world  position  of  the  United 
States  a  century  hence  may  be  foretold  now  by  the  manner  in  which  we  guard 
our  resources,  particularly  our  people  and  our  land.  --  We.  have  depleted 
our  basic  wealth  faster  by  far  than  any  other  nation  in  history." 

Carl  C.  Farrington,  Ass't.  Administrator,  PMA: . --  (on  .stabilization 
of  consumption)  -  "To  attack  these  twin  problems  the  Department  favors 
the  establishment  of  a  food  allotment  program.    The  Bill,  S  1-31,  intro- 
duced in  the  senate  by  Senator  Aiken  of  Vermont.  .  »and  with  which  I  am  sure 
you  are  familiar. outlines  the  type  of  program  of  which  we  are  thinking. 
Such  a  program  would  attempt  to  provide  low  income  families  with  food  neces 
sary  for  an  adequate  diet  at  reduced  prices,  using  coupons  redeemable  in 
retail  stores  similar  to  the  system  use  in  the  old  stamp  plan. " 

Secretary  Anderson:  -   (speaking  of  parity)  -  Our  price  committee  has 
also  suggested  that  there  is  good  logical  argument  for  including  the  proper 
allowance  for  hired  farm  labor  in  the  revised,  or  modernized  parity  index. 
This  would  have  the  effect  of  raising  the  overall  index  a  few  percent  now 
and  might  have  the  offsetting  effect  of  lowering  it  some  during  depression 
or  low  price  periods.     I  know  that  some  questions  will  be  raised  by  any 
revision  which  might  currently  increase  the  parity  index;  nevertheless^ 
I  think  this  is  something  that  Congress  should  seriously  consider  .    I  do 
want,  however,  to  say  specifically  that  I  .do  .not  believe  any  allowance  for 
unpaid  farm  labor  should  be  included.     The  parity  index  is  NOT  a  cost  of 
production  index.    Parity  measures  the  ratio  between  CASH  prices  and  rates 
PAID  and  CASE  prices  RECEIVED.     Lot's  keep  it  that  way." 


Future  Farmers  Meet 

The  Future  Farmers  of  America  roll  into  Kansas  City  for  their  20th 
annual  national  convention  October  19  to  22.    Attendance,  is  expected  to 
be  about  as'  big  as  it  was  a  year  ago.    Among  those  scheduled  to  address 
the  FFA  are  Secretary  Anderson,  British  Ambassador  Lord  Inverchapel,  Albert 
Goss,  Master  of  the  National  Grange  and  John  E,  Davis,  Executive  Secre- 
tary of  the  National  Council  of  Farmer  Cooperatives.     The  FFA  Convention 
will  not  be  held  in  connection  with  the  Kansas  City  Royal  Livestock  show 
next  year. 


Country  Women  of  the.  Wo  rid 


Last  -week  a"bcut  eighty  rural  women  from  the  United  States  and  Canada 
landed  in  New  York  after  attending  the  fifth  world  conference  of  the  Assoc- 
iated Country  Women  of  the  World  at  Amsterdam,  Holland.    These  ladies  are 
from  farm  homes  in  all  parts  of  the  country.    Because  their  story  of  what 
went  on  at  the  Amsterdam  meeting  should  he  of  interest  .to  farm  folks  every- 
where, we're  carrying  their  names  and  addresses  here.    If  one  of  them  lives 
in  your  area,  you  may  want  to  contact  her. 


Apperson,  Mrs .  George 
Barnett,  Mrs.  Andy 
Beck,  Mrs.  Lucille 
Bonde,  Mrs.  Eoberta 
Britt,  Mrs.  Katherine  Norton 
Brown,  Mrs .  Maggie 
Burtis,  Mrs .  Orville  B 
Carwile,  Miss  Sarah 
Chapman.  Mrs .  F.  E. 
Chatterton,  Mrs .  L  . 
Cunningham,  Mrs.  C.  C.  ' 
DeWeese,  Mrs.  Eugene 
Bickerson,  Mrs.  Earl 
Dilworth ,  Mrs  .  Frank  J , 
Easterbrook,  Mrs.  Hope 
Eddy,  Mrs.  Edward  D. 
Ewing,"  Mrs .  Spencer 
Garside,  Mrs.  M.  S. 
Gosweiler,  Mrs.  W.  Earle 
Gotwals ,  Mrs  .  Martha 
Hall,  Miss  Florence  L. 
Hassoldt,  Mrs.  John 
Hei.clc,  Mrs .  Walter 
Hiatt,  Mrs.  Paul 
Hieatt,  Miss  Martha  F. 
Hill,  Miss  Sallie 
Hitchcock,  Mrs.  Verna  J. 
Hohbs,  Mrs  .  A.  G 
Hott,  Miss  Nora  M, 
Hulette,  Mrs,  Jack 
Hunt,  Miss  Donna  0. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Carman 
Johnson,  Mrs .  Lewis 
Johnson,  Mrs .  Herman 
Kerr,  Miss  Sara 
Killey,  Mrs  ,  Leonard 
Knifton.  Mrs.  John 
Krone,  Mrs .  Walter  W. 
Labbitt,  Mrs.  Myrtle 
Lane,  Miss  Laura 
Leckron,  Mrs,  L.  S. 
Lilly,  Mrs .  George 
Ludwig,  Mrs.  Alice 
Lun,  Mrs.  A.  G. 
Lynne  ,  Mrs .  Duane 


Mocksville,  N.  C ; 

E.  D.  1,  Eaton,  Colo. 

262  No .  9th  St . ,  Laramie ,  Wyo . 

501  No .  11th  St . 5  Independence ,  Kans . 

kO  Delaware  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Marshf  ield,  Mo  .• 

Manhattan,  Kans .  . 

E.  D.  5,  Aoherv-ille ,  So.  Carolina 

Box  2l6,  Rochester,  Mich. 

E,  D.  1.  Greensboro,  Ala. 

E.  D,  k,  El  Dorado.  Kans. 

S  .  D.  2,  Troy,  Ohio 

Freya  Farms,  Irene,  So.  Dakota 

223  W,  4th  Ave %f  Mitchell,  S.D. 

Dudley,  Mass, 

Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N  Y. 

1706  E.  Wash;  St.,  Blooming ton,  111. 

I36  Tahoma  Eoad,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Aberdeen.  Md. '  .. 

Wessington  Springs,  S.D. 

Dept.  of  Agri.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Littleton,  Colo. 

E.  D.  #15  Smithfield,  Ky. 

Bethany,  Mo. 

E.  D.  1,  Lexington,  Ky . 

The  Progressive  Farmer,  Birmingham,Alcr 

Agri.  Ext.  Service,  Laramie,  Wyo. 

Woodburn,  Ky. 

810  9th  Ave . ,  Brookings ,  S.  D. 

237  West  Main  Street,  Frankfort,  Ky. 

Independence ,  Kans . 

P.O.  Blag..  Fort  Collins,  Colo. 

Sterling,  Colo. 

Kingston,  No.  Carolina 

Univ.  of  N.E.,  Durham,  N.H. 

114  So.  G.  St.,  Monmouth,  111, 

E.  D.  3,  Sterling,  Colo. 

Sunset  Eanch,  Cherryvale,  Kans, 

Eadio  Station  CKLW, . Detroit ,  Mich. 

Curtis  Publishing  Co    Philadelphia, Pa. 

Box  429,  Abilene,  Kans. 

254  Mohawk  Drive,  Dearborn,  Mich. 

Onida,  S.D. 

Halifax,  Mass . 

Milford,  Delaware 
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McCauley,  Mrs.  Naomi  H. 
McCullough,  Mrs.  Wm,  D. 
Me-hl )  Mrs  .  •  Pearl 
•Miller,  Mrs.  Clyde 
Miller ,  Mrs.  Mildred  '  ./ 
Milligan,  Mrs.  R,  E. 
Hichols,  Mrs,  W.  S. 
Oeser,  Mrs .  Edward 
Olds,  Mrs.  Rebecca  M. 
Person,  Mrs.  Eva  U, 
Pike,  Mrs.  Walter  K. 
Richardson,  Mrs.'  H.  C. 
Eo"binson,  Mrs.  Alex 
Sayre  ,  Mrs  .  Raymond 
Russell,  Mrs.  T©m 
Schriwise .  Mrs.  Christina. 
Sewall,  Mrs.  Charles  W. 
Smyrl,  Mrs.  0.  J. 
Sutherland,  Miss  Mary  ' 
Thomas,  Mrs.  Charles  W. 
Thomas,  Miss  Mayhell 
Thurmond ,  Mrs ,  Ewing 
Todd,  Mrs .  Walter  S  . 
Tucker,  Mrs.  J.  Brooks 
Vos ,  Mrs .  Clara  M  • 
Weagly,  Mrs.  Roy  C.  F. 
Weldon,  Miss  Myrtle 
Wiley,  Mrs.  Dawson 


2750  Milner"  Court, ""Birmingham','  Ala. 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Kinsley,  Kans,  ;  • 

Camden  ,  Ala  . 
Sumner,  Mo. 

606  South  Mathews,  Urhana,  111. 
R.  D.  3>  Lexington,  Ky. 
Box  302,  Clafl.in,  Kans. 
So.  Main  St.,  Middlefield.  Ohio 
R.  p.  2,  Louisburg,  N.C. 
Dana  Road,  Eendersonville ,  MiC. 
2423  Emil  Avenue,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Crystal  Springs  Farm,  Smithf ield,  Ky. 
Ackworth,  Iowa 
Lacey's  Springs,  Ala. 
Box  298,  Eoisington,  Kans. 
58  E.  Washington  St, ,  Chicago,  111. 
Camden,  S.  C.  . 

-Colo.  A  &  M  Collge,  Ft.  Collins,  Colo. 
Midway.  Ky. 

R.  D.  2,  Independence,  Kans, 
R.  D.  3 ^  Franklin,  Ky. 
3  Fannin  Court,  Frankfort,  Ky. 
Box  48,  R.D.  1,  Grimesland,  N.Cn 
Box  84,  Woodland  Park,  Colo. 
R.F.D.  1,  Hagerstown,  Md  . 
Univ.  of  Ky,  ,  Lexington,  Ky. 
Midway,  Ky. 

Cordially, 

\  (.  ■  1  ,;/,, 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't.  Director  'of  Information 
Chief,  Radio  and  Video 


Preparation  of  Cribs  for  Artificial  Drying 
Special  Corn  Maturity  Report 


till* 


From  the:  * 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


RADIO  SERVICE 


October  17,  19^7 


Let's  Talk  About  the  Weather 

Because  of  its  vital  effect  on  crops  in  the  process  of  "being  seeded 
at  this  time  of  year,  and  "because  of  the  importance  of  these  on-coming  crop* 
to  the  entire  domestic  and  foreign  food  situation,  I  thought  we'd  open 
this  week's  letter  with  a  good  old  fashioned  talk  about  the  weather.  It 
happens  that  an  unusual  amount  of  information  and  indications  of  concern 
for  the  lack  of  activity  on  the  part  of  "Jupiter  Pluvius"  has  come  to  our 
attention  in  the  past  week  .    The  national  situation  seems  to  add  up  to  this 

Continued  warm,  sunny  weather  and  the  lack  of  general  rains,  except  in 
the  south  Atlantic  area,  have  caused  the  soil  to  "become  too  dry  over  nearly 
the  entire  portion  of  the  country  east  of  the  Rockies  „  In  many  sections  of 
this  region  continued  dry  soil  is  critically  delaying  seeding,  germination, 
and  growth  of  small  grains,  especially  so,  in  western  and  northwestern  Texc 
western  Oklahoma,  central  and  western  Kansas,  much  of  Nebraska,  and  some 
adjacent  areas .  The  need  for  additional  moisture  is  rather  urgent  in  the 
lower  Lake  region  and  the  Northeast , 

General  rains  in  the  Pacific  States  and  most  of  the  Kocky  Mountain 
region  were  of  great  value  for  fall  grain  seeding  and  germination  and  for 
lower  ranges.    In  the  western  Plains  winter  wheat  area  extending  from  Ne- 
braska through  western  Texas,  there  was  little  substantial  relief  from  the 
droughty  conditions  that  persist  in  many  sections.    In  western  Nebraska 
wheat  is  up  and  in  good  to  very  good  condition,  and  seeding  made  rapid  pro- 
gress in  eastern  Kansas;  little  is  seeded  in  southeastern  Nebraska,  and  in 
central  and  western  Kansas  a  little  was  seeded  in  dust.    In  western  Okla- 
homa and  northwestern  Texas  some  was  sown  in  dust;  but  a  large  percentage 
of  the  crop  remains  unseeded* 

Winter  wheat  is  90  percent  sown  in  Iowa,  and  well  over  half  sown  in 
Illinois  and  Indiana,  but  more  rain  is  needed  for  best  germination. 

k-E  Congress  Note 

We  expect  to  have  complete  plans  and  details  for  radio  coverage  of 
National  U-H  Congress  in  next  week's  issue  of  the  RFD  Letter.  Because 
time  is  "awastin'"  we'll  all  have  to  get  our  orders,  etc.  out  in  a  hurry , 
so  that  schedules  can  be  prepared  and  arrangements  made. 
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The  Lights  Come  On 

Half  of  all  U.  S.  farms  have  been  electrified  since  the  EEA  program 
was  started.    The  eight  states  having  the  highest  proportion  of  electrified 
farms  are  Connecticut  with  98-5  percent,  followed  by  Rhode  Island,  Massa- 
chusetts, New  Jersey,  Washington,  New  York-  Idaho  and  Oregon  which  has 
more  than  92  percent  electrified.    At  the  other  end  of  the  list  comes 
North  Dakota  with  only  a  little  more  than  1J;  percent  electrified,  preceded 
"by  South  Dakota,  Mississippi,  Nebraska,  Tennessee,  New  Mexico,  Montana, 
and  Kansas  which  had  nearly  k-2  percent  electrified. 


New  FM  Farm  Network 

The  Farm  Eadio  Foundation  of  New  York  was  authorized  "by  the  FCC  this 
week  to  "build  and  operate  a  six  station  farm  network  in  the  Empire  State. 
The  Farm  Eadio  Foundation  is  a  non-profit  organization  composed  of  the  New 
York  State  Grange,  Farm  Bureau,  Grange  League  Federation,  Dairymens  League, 
Vegetable  Growers,  and  several  other  agricultural  groups. 

* 

Mail  Plates 

Unfortunately,  human  frailty  makes  it  inevitable  that  once  in  a  while 
a  mail  plate  gets  lost,  or  missplaced  in  our  mailing  room  with  a  result  that 
the  EFD  Letter  just  stops  coming  to  you.    Since  we  don't  know  it. .  .the  thing 
to  do  is  write  me... then  we'll  initiate  a  search  and  see  to  it  that  your 
plate  gets  "back  where  it  "belongs . 

Mash  Note 

The  Department  has  re -vamped  its  policy  for  handling  potatoes  "bought 
in  price  support  in  order  to  "bring  these  operations  into  line  with  the 
need  to  conserve  food.    Changes  stack  up  like  this: 

1.  Purchases  generally  will  "be  made  only  as  rapidly  as  necessary 
storage  can  "be  located. 

2.  All  U..  S.  No.  1  grade  and  U.  S.  No.  1  grade,  size  B,  judged 
suitable  for  storage  will  be  routed  to  approved  warehouses . 

3-    U.  S.  No.  2  grade  and  potatoes  of  other  grades  judged  unsuitable 
for  storage  will  be  routed  to  export,  and  to  processing  for  human  consump- 
tion to  the  extent  possible  without  incurring  costs  in  addition  to  the 
support  price . 

h.     Only  U.  S.  No.  2  grade  and  potatoes  of  other  grades  judged  un- 
suitable for  storage  will  be  routed  to  non-food  uses  (industrial  starch, 
alcohol,  livestock  feed,  etc.),  and  then  only  after  food  and  export  out- 
lets are  filled. 

5  •  Stored  potatoes  will  be  disposed  of  eventually  by  resale  in 
domestic  consumption  channels  if  found  desirable  under  then  existing 
market  conditions;  otherwise,  by  resale  for  export. 
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National  Electrification  Conference 

Glenn  Sample,  of  the  Indiana  Farm  Bureau  and  Editor  of  the  Hoosier 
Farmer,  reports  that  "by  every  indication  the  National  Farm  Electrification 
Conference  at  Indianapolis,  October  7  and  8  was  a  complete  success.  More 
than  500  persons  registered.    Among  those  taking  part  in  the  conference  were: 
Administrator  Claude  B.  Wickard  of  REA;  B,  C.  Reynolds,  Office  of  Experiment 
•Stations,  USDA;  Frank  Andrew,  Illinois  Extension  Service;  J    P.  Schaenzer, 
REA;  Russell  Gist,  West  Virginia  Extension  Service;  J.  H.  McLeod,  Acting 
Director,  Tennessee  Extension  Service;  James  R,  Cobb,  REA;  P.  T.  Montfort, 
Texas  A  &  M  College;  and  G.  E.  Henderson  of  TVA. 

History  "by  Harding 

T»  Swann  (Two  Blades  of  Grass)  Harding  has  come  up  with  twenty-two 
mimeographed  pages  of  USDA  history  entitled  "Origin,  Structure,  and  Functions 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture".    You  may  have  a  copy  "by  indicating 
your  interest  direct  to  Mr.  Harding  at  USDA  here. 

To  Keep  Trees  Growing  -     '  ': 

The  Forest  Service  tells  us  that  here  in  the  United  States  we.  are  cutting 
trees  faster  than  new  ones  are  growing  for  the  future.    And  "because  science- 
is  showing  us  how  to  use  wood  "better  and  in  new  ways  we  are  likely  to  want 
more  trees  in  the  future  than  we  use  today.    In  fact  we  must  double  the  ann- 
ual growth  of  usable  wood.'    This  can't  he  done  easily  or  quickly.  ...It  will 
require  decades  of  good  forestry.    So  we  must  take  steps  now--  To  protect 
all  our  forests  well  from  fire,  insects ,  and  disease;  to  stop  wasteful  and 
destructive  cutting;  to  keep  plenty  of  trees  of  all  sizes  growing  to  replace 
those  we  cut;  to  restore  commercial  tree  growth  on  millions  of  acres  of 
forests  that  have  "been  "badly  treated  or  "burned;  to  give  farmers  and  other 
small  owners  more  help  in  growing,  harvesting  and  marketing  their  tree  crops; 
to  put  wild' land  into  public  forests  when  private  owners  cannot  take  care  of 
it  or  the  public  interest  calls  for  special  treatment. 


Truck  Crops  for  Processing 

Sixty-six  thousand  tons  of  beets  for  canning  are  indicated  for  19^7 
by  the' Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.    This  is  the  smallest  crop  since 
1939. 

Indicated  production  of  cabbage  for  kraut  on  acreage  under  contract 
for  19^7  is  9.2h  tons  per  acre.    This  compares  with  11. 85  tons  per  acre  in 
19*1-6. 

The  19^-7  production  of  sweet  corn  for  processing  is  estimated  at 
over  one  million  100  thousand  tons.     This  is  eight  percent  less  than  last 
year. 

The  production  of  tomatoes  for  processing  is  indicated  as  slightly 
over  3  million  kOO  thousand  tons .    This  is  a  little  above  19^6  figures . 
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Farm  Wages  and  Employment 

Farm  wage  rates  had  advanced  to  record  levels  on  October  1  in  practically 
all  regions  of  the  country,  BAE  reports.    The  number  of  persons  employed  on 
the  nation's  farms  was  about  two  percent  greater  than  a  year  ago,  with  most 
of  the  increase  occuring  in  the  number  of  hired  workers .    Farm  wage  rates 
on  October  1  were  about  7  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago  and  a  little  over 
4  times  the  1910-14  average.    Some  of  the  increases  in  wage  rates  through- 
out the  nation  were  due  to  the  seasonal  demand  for  harvest  labor.    In  addi- 
tion, farm  wage  rate  rises  are  partially  the  result  of  the  increases  in 
farm  commodity  prices  and  of  the  tendency  of  farm  wages  to "follow  industrial 
wage  increases.    The  sharpest  wage  increases  were  in  day  rates  reported 
from  the  Dakotas,  Nebraska,  and  Minnesota. 

KSAC  Power  Increase 

Announcement  was  made  this  week  that  the  new  transmitter  at  EBAC, 
Kansas  State  College,  Manhattan,  is  now  in  operation  and  the  station  is  . 
broadcasting  with  a  power  of  5000  watts.    I  had  to  get  this  in.    After  all, 
it's  my  alma  mater  and  where  I  did  my  first  radio  work  20  years  ago. 


Research  Story 

Several  days  ago,  you  received  a  USDA  news  story  entitled  "New  Re- 
search Shows  How  Dairy  Farmers  Can  Save  Grain" .    The  story  carried  an 
October  20  release  date.     I  mention  it  here  because  we  think  the  material 
set  forth  by  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  in  this  release  is  not  only 
very  good  from  the  standpoint  of  recommended  practices,  but  very  timely 
as  well.     If  you  have  not  already  done  so,  it  might  pay  to  get  that  story 
out  of  your  files  and  give  it  another  "once  over". 

More  Medical  Care  for  Farm  Families 

In  a  preliminary  report  the  Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics 
in  cooperation  with  BAE  states  that  farm-operator  families  in  the  North 
Central  and.  Southern  States  spent  an  average  of  $82  per  family  for  medical 
care  in  1945.     In  1941  the  average  expenditure  in  those  States  was  $51- 
This  increase  was  roughly  four  times  the  price  rise  of  13-7  percent  as 
measured  by  the  Consumer's  Price  Index  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 
It  indicates  a  real  increase  in  the  amount  of  medical  care  received  by 
farm  families.    During  this  period  farm  familios  decreased  somewhat  in 
average  size,  go  that  the  per  capita  increase  in  expenditure  was  even 
greater  than  indicated  above. 

In  both  1941  and  1945  the  leading  item  of  expenditure  for  medical 
care  was  physicians'  services.     In  1945;  physicians'  services  took  an 
even  larger  part  of  the  medical  care  dollar  than  in  1941,  44  percent  in 
1945  in  contrast  with  37  percent  in  1941. 


Ah  Sata! 
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With  all  the  talk  about  saving  grain,  Delaware,  Oklahoma, .  Nebraska, 
and  other  states  have  initiated  extensive  anti-rat  campaigns.    Just  to 
keep  up  with  the  parade,  we  dug  "back  into  the  19^7  year  "book  and  scanned 
E.  E i  Kalmbach's  article  on  "Advances  in  Eodent  Control".    Maybe  you'll 
want  to  do  the  same.    It's  timely. 

International  Eadio  at  k-R  Congress 

Because  everyone  believes  k-R  Congress  is  one  of  the  best  show-windows 
of  American  youth  we  have,  an  effort  is  going  to  be  made  at  the  19^7 
meeting  to  describe  the  events  in  Chicago  to  the  world,  not  just  the 
United  States.    This  week,  as  the  result  of  the  cooperation  of  the  Ex- 
tension Service,  and  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Eelations,  the 
Department  of  State  agreed  to  send  a  radio  representative  to  Congress 
to  cover  for  the  Voice  of  America  broadcasts  to  Eussia,  etc.  American 
Embassies  throughout  the  world  will  receive  advance  notice  of  Congress 
events  and  broadcasts,  while  diplomatic  missions  in  Washington  will  be 
invited  to  send  observers .    Already  we  know  that  a  large  delegation  is 
coming  from  Canada,  five  "Young  Farmers"  from  England  and  two  represen- 
tatives from  the  British  Colonial  Office.    Exchange  students  from  South 
America  and  China  will  attend.    And  we  hope  for  more.    The  foreign  press 
and  radio  people  will  work  right  along  with  our  press  and  radio  committee . 


New  Bulletins  and  Ee -prints 

A  revised  bulletin  of  Crimson  Clover,  Leaflet  No.  160  is  available 
for  distribution  along  with  one  called  "Fires  on  Farms",  and  another 
entitled  "Soil -Depleting,  Soil -Conserving  and  Soil-Building  Crops".  We 
also  have  a  double  barreled  leaflet,  ''The  Home  Fruit  Garden  in  the  North- 
eastern and  North  Central  States"  and  its  companion  "The  Home  Fruit 
Garden  in  the  Southeastern  and  Central  Southern  States . "    Write  for  your 
copies . 


Shy  Sheep  and  Less  Lambs 

According  to  BAE,  the  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  to  be  fed  for  the  coming 
winter  and  spring  market  is  expected  to  be  smaller  than  the  number  fed  a 
year  earlier.    How  the  number  fed  this  coming  season  will  be  distributed 
between  the  different  feeding  areas  of  the  country  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine at  the  present  time.    The  failure  of  wheat  pastures  to  develop  in 
Kansas,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas  will  cause  a  material  shift  in  the  plans  of 
feeders  who  contracted  lambs  for  October  delivery  intending  to  use  wheat 
pastures.     On  the  -basis  of  present  conditions,  lamb  feeding  in  the  princi- 
pal wheat  pasture  areas  will  be  sharply  reduced     Present  indications  are  , 
for  moderate  to  sharp  decreases  in  the  volume  of  feeding; in  the  different 
Corn  Belt  States.    In  the  Western  States,  the  total  number  fed  is  expected 
to  be  down  from  last  year. 


Psychroenergetic 

Yon  probably  noticed  this  word  in  the  news  release  of  October  19,  but 
I  .believe  it's  worth  mentioning  that  the  new  term  applies  to  one  phase  of 
agricultural  science  which  right  now  is  undergoing  considerable  research 
at  Columbia,  Missouri.    Actually,  it  is  a  long-time  program  on  the  part  of 
USDA  and  the  Missouri  Experiment  Station  to  find  out  what  practical  steps 
can  be  taken  by  farmers  to  adapt  their  buildings  to  the  best  production  of 
meat,  milk  and  animal  products.    In  other  words  the  re-search  men  want  to 
find  out  at  what  temperature,  rate  of  sunshine,  fresh  air,  etc.  is  best 
for  the  dairy  herd  and  other  animals . 

In  the  new  Columbia  laboratory  a  principal  feature  will  be  a  pair  of 
matched  "test  tube"  rooms,  each  large  enough  to  stable  six  dairy  cows. 
These  rooms  are  being  equipped  to  measure  exactly  the  effects  on  farm 
animals  of  change  in  temperature,  humidity,  light,  housing  space,  and  ven- 
tilation.   Matched  herds  of  cows  will  be  kept  in  these  "test  tubes" 
under  conditions  that  are  identical  with  one  exception.     This  will  enable 
the  laboratory  workers  to  measure  the  actual  effects  of  the  difference  in 
that  one  condition. . .temperature  for  example. 

Progress  reports  from  the  laboratory  should  be  helpful  in  indicating 
desirable  changes  in  the  planning  of  farm  buildings. 

Fewer  Cattle  on  Feed 

Developments  in  the  cattle  feeding  situation  point  to  a  reduction  in  the 
volume  of  cattle  on  feed  lots  this  winter  into  rk8  as  compared  to  last 
year.     Some  feeders  in  the  Corn  Belt  may  increase  cattle  numbers  to  make 
the  best  use  of  frost  damaged  corn.    Feeding  operations  in  California  are 
expected  to  be  above  last  season's  levels*    Other  Western  States  are  ex- 
pected to  show  little  change.     Otherwise,  a  fairly  general  reduction  is 
expected  for  the  important  feeding  areas i  with  a  sharp  drop  in  prospect 
for  the  Great  Plains  from  Kansas  to  Texas .    The  largest  reductions  in  the 
Corn  Belt  are  expected  in  Illinois,  Iowa.  Missouri  and  Nebraska.  The 
factors  contributing  to  the  decrease  this  year  are  the  small  corn  crop, 
poor  prospects  for  wheat  pastures  in  the  Great  Plains,  high  prices  for 
corn,  hay,  feeds  and  concentrates,  record  high  prices  for  feeder  cattle, 
a  smaller  movement  of  stockers  and  feeders  into  the  Corn  Belt  as  of 
October  1,  and  a  smaller  supply  of  feeder  cattle  available  for  movement 
into  feeder  areas. 


Cordially, 
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RADIO  SERVICE 


Recording  at  k-E  Congress 

National  Broadcasting  Company  engineers  will  make  recordings  at 
National  k-E  Club  Congress  this  year  -under  the  same  plan  as  was  carried  out 
last  year.     The  cost  of  recordings  will  "be  the  same.,  with  the  National  Com- 
mittee for  Boys  and  Girls  Club  Work  supplying  the  studios,  equipment,  etc. 

Platters  will  "be  "billed  to  your  station,  or.  off  ice  at  the  rate  of  ten 
dollars  a  side,  or  $19.50  double  faced.    Duplicates,  or  dubs,  of  recordings 
will  be  $^.50.    Mailing  will  be  by  Express  collect. 

This  year's  radio  committee  will  be  made  up  of  Joe  Tonkin,  Maynard 
Speece;  Extension  Radio  Editor  at  Minnesota  and  two  others.    The  committee 
will  emcee  recordings  for  stations,  or  offices  who  want  platters ,  but  who 
will  not  have  a  radio  representative  at  Congress . 

Mimeographed  recording  schedules  will  be  available  for  each  RFD  and 
State  k-E  Leader  at  the  k-E  Editorial  desk  in  the  Stevens  Hotel,  Sunday, 
November  30.    An  effort  will  be  made  to  do  some  recording  (on  platters 
that  require  a  member  of  the  Committee  as  emcee)  on  Sunday  afternoon.  The 
regular  RFD  recording  schedules  will  be  for  Monday,  Teusday  and  Wednesday, 

An  additional  room,  beside  the  recording  studio  has  been  secured  this 
year.    This  room  will  be  used  exclusively  for  RFD's  who  bring  their  own 
recording  equipment  and  want  to  make  their  own  recordings.    To  avoid  con- 
fusion, please  reserve  your  time  for  this  room  with  Joe,  as  soon  as  you 
arrive  in  Chicago.    In  other  words,  we  will  have  three  rooms  this  year. . / 
one  for  conf erences. .  . one  for  platter  recordings  by  the  NBC  engineers » . .and 
one  for  wire  and  tape  recording  by  RFD's,  or  presonally  hired  engineers 

Last  but  not  least,  contact  your  State  k-E  Leader  at  once  about  your 
plans  for  radio  recordings  at  Chicago.     Tell  him  how  much  recording  you 
expect  to  do,  what  you  want  especially  in  the  way  of  winners,  and  ^-Hers 
from  specific  sections  of  your  state.     It  will  give  your  State  Leader 
a  chance  to  make  his  plans  now  for  the  radio  activities  of  his  group  at 
Congress . 

Send  in  your  order  blank  on  back  sheet  to  Joe  Tonkin,  just  as  soon 
as  you  can  4 
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'freed"  is  Still  the  Word 

The  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  relations  has  given  us  an  over-all 
picture  of  food  conditions  in  Europe  and  Asia.    I  "believe  two  of  the  para- 
graphs in  their  report  are  certainly  worth  passing  along  to  you  ,  Here 
they  are .  j 

^n  western  Europe,  which  is  the  chief  deficit  food  producing  area 
of  the  world,  severe  winter  freezes  caused  heavy  abandonment  of  the  fall-  J 
sown  acreage.     Only  a  part  of  the  abandoned  acreage  could  "be  replanted 
to  spring  grains,  and  these  crops  were  damaged  "by  the  summer  drought  which 
also  dried  up  pastures  and  greatly  reduced  the  harvest  of  hay,  potatoes 
and  fodder  "beets.     In  the  other  large  deficit  food  producing  area,  the 
Far  East,  crop  prospects  are  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago.    Rice-  is  the 
important  food  there,  and  its  production  in  the" 'surplus  producing  areas 
is  expected  to  be  much  below  normal.    Supplies  .available  for  export  may 
be  only  about  one-third  of  the  7  to  8  million  tons  normally  exported 
from  this  area,.    Because  of  a  low  level  of  diet  in  the  Far  East,  the 
rice  shortage  must  be  made  up  by  grains  from  other  parts  of  the  world,  . 
if  mass  starvation  is  to  be  averted* 

The  exiatence  of  Europeans  on  diets  -inadequate  'in  quantity  and 
quality  has  adversely  affected  health  generally  in. many  countries  '.  "This 
has  been  reflected  by  retarded  growth:  low  body  weight,  high  death  fates 
(especially  among  infants),  impaired  capacity  for  work,  and  an  increase 
in  diseases  .  'notably  tuberculosis ,. '  Children,  in  the  years'  when  rapid 
growth  might ' otherwise  be  expected,  are  seriously  under-nourished  and- 
mal -nourished.     In  the  food-deficit  Far  East,  there  is  little  opportun- 
ity for  belt -tightening.    Effects  are  still  evident  from  the  serious' 
±9k6  famine  in  China t  and  the  critical  food  shortages  of  recent  years 
have  affected  the  health  and  strength  of  the  people  of  the  South  and 
East  Asia,  even  though  their  standards  of 'health  and.  nutrition  are  nor- 
mally low.  ;  '  " . '  ....  .   ...  ''  'x  ' 


Reynolds  In  -  .Tonkin  Out 


Dana  Reynolds  returns  tomorrow  (we  hope)  from  a  series  of  radio 
schools  and  meetings  with  new  Extension  Radio  Editor  Andy  Adam  in  Texas 
and  a  special  visit  with  the  Extension  Editorial  folks  at  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana ,    Meanwhile,.  Joe  Tonkin  leaves  for  Pittsburgh  this  afternoon 
'to  take  part  in  Homer  Martz' .  Annual  Radio  Conference  at  KDKA.  After 
that,  Joe  sets  out  for  Southern  Virginia  whore  he  will  hold  a  radio 
school  in  cooperation  with  Extension  Editor  Rudy  Michael  at  Farmville . 
After  the  Virginia  meeting,  Joe  penetrates  a  little  more  of  Dixie  when 
he  meets  with  the  new  Extension  Editors  at  Clemson,  South  Carolina, 

Meetings 

We  make  note  of  several  up-coming  meetings  in  November  that  may  be 
of  interest  to  RFD's;  The  National  Rural  Church  Convocation  at  Rochester 
New  York,  November  k-6;  the  Land  Grant  College  Association  in  Washington 
November  10-12;  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Grange  at  Columbus, 
Ohio  November  12-21;  and  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of 
Animal  Production,  Sherman  Hotel,  Chicago,  November  28-30. 
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Grain  Exports 

OFAR  reports  that  United  States  grain  exports  from  July  1946  through 
June  1947  were  equivalent  roughly  to  1,800  full  cargoes ,  or  an  average  of 
approximately  1>0  ship  loadings  a  month.  A  total  of  14,903,000  long  tons 
of  grain  and  grain  products  were  exported  during  that  time. 

Research  and  Marketing  "Releases 

I'm  sure  you'd  like  to  he  "brought  up-to-date  on  hov  the  Office  of 
Information  is  trying  to  keep  RFD's  informed  on  progress  under  the  Re- 
•search  and  Marketing  Act  of  1946.     Some  of  you  may  have  "been  confused  "by 
the  great  number  of  releases.    Congress  passed  the  RMA  (Public  Law  733)  in 
August  of  1946*    But  no  funds  were  available  until  July  30  of  this  year. 
In  the  three  months  since  then,  E.  A.  "Woody"  Meyer,  RMA  Administrator,  and 
a  small  staff  have  done  what  seems  like  an  amazing  job  of  approving  more 
than  100  research  projects. 

It  seems  better  to  report  on  projects  as  they  are  approved  individually, 
rather  than  waiting  until  all  projects  are  okayed.    There  will  probably 
he  about  I50  altogether.    This  has  meant,,  of  course,  that  we've  not  been 
able  to  group  all  research  projects  on  any  one  commodity  in  one  single  re- 
lease.   One  of  the  reasons  we've  announced  projects  as  they  are  cleared 
is  that  it  will  speed  up  the  information  to  various  people  who  have  partic- 
ular interests , 

We  plan  to  summarize  all  projects  by  commodities,  as  far  as  possible, 
when  all  for  this  year  have  been  approved  . 

U.  S.  Gets  Canadian  Apples 

The  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  reports  that  exports  of 
British  Columbia  apples  to  United  States  markets  for  the  season  through 
October  10  totaled  491  cars.     The  shipments  were  sent  to  31  States.  Ill- 
inois led  in  receipts  with  119  cars,  followed,  by.  Wisconsin  87,  Michigan' 
38,  Minnesota  34,  Massachusetts  26.  Missouri  19,  New  York  18,  Iowa  17, 
Texas  13,  Florida  12,  Kansas  11,  and  North  Dakota,  Pennsylvania  and  South 
Carolina  10  cars  each.    The  491  cars,  by  variety,  were  Mcintosh  270, 
Jonathan  104,  Delicious  §1,  Wealthy  21  and  Other  five. 

Senate  Committee  Hearings 

Three  dates  remain  on  the  calendar  for  the  Senate  Agriculture  Commit- 
tee hearings.     They  are:    November  3  and  4.  Springfield,  Mass.,  Hampden  Co. 
Improvement  League  Building;  November  7,  Memphis,  Tenn. ,  Hotel  Peabody; 
and  November  10,  Columbia,  South  Carolina ;  House  of  Representatives  Chamber, 
State  House . 
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Negro  Extension  Workers  Use  Eadio 

Sherman  -Briscoe '"has  compiled  a  very  interesting  report  of  actual  radio 
"broadcasts ,  transcriptions  ■■  and  script  preparations  "by'  negro  Extension  Workers 
in  the  United  States  last  year.    We  "believe  the  tabular  report  will  "be  of 
interest  to  all  RFD's  who  live  in  the  .States  listed.    The  last  column  on 
right  shows  the  percentage  of  negro  farmers  who  own  radios,  as  estimated  "by 
negro  State  Extension  leaders. 

State  Number  of  Broadcasts    <      Participation  in  -"Percentage  of 

(Live  -  Transection)      .  Script  Preparation       Negro  Farmers  who 

Own  Radios 


Alabama 

2 

Prepared  in  full 

15 

Arkansas 

.  2 

Collaborated 

25 

Florida' 

5 

Collaborated 

75 

Georgia 

1 

Prepared  in  Full 

15 

Louisiana 

100 

h 

Collaborated 

30 

Mississippi 

12 

20 

Collaborated 

35 

N.  Carolina 

18 

f  2 

Provided  Information 

75 

Oklahoma 

Ik 

I 22  ■ 

Provided  Information 

30 

So.  Carolina 

10 

Collaborated 

67 

Tennessee 

2 

Provided  Information 

ko 

Texas  • 

6 

10 

Prepared  in  full 

85 

Wind  Erosion  Note 

Findings  of  W,  S.  Chepil  of  the  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture  in- 
dicate that  "about  93  percent  of  the  total  soil  movement  in  wind  erosion  is 
between  0  and  12  inches  above  the  ground.    Half  of  this  movement  takes  place 
between  0  and  2  inches  above  ground."    Did  somebody  say  something  about 
cover- crops? 

New  Method  for  Processing  Alfalfa 

We  believe  the  new  method  for  processing  green  alfalfa  which  was.  de- 
scribed in  a  news  release  that  reached  you  last  week,  deserves  a  spotlight 
here.     The  Western  Eesearch  Laboratory  in  California,  where  the  research 
work  was  done,  indicated  that  the  process  will  do  much  to  open  additional 
industrial  outlets  for  alfalfa  products . 

The  essential  machinery  for  the  new  process  is  not  complicated.  Fresh 
mowed  alfalfa  is  run  through  a  mill  called  a  disintegrator*    This  separates 
the  alfalfa  into  two  parts,  one  high  in  fiber  and  the  other  rich  in  proteins 
and  pigments  .    The  protein-and-pigment  fraction  is  put  through  a  hydraulic 
press ;  and  the  juice  from  this  pressing  includes  -a  large  proportion  of  the 
most  valuable  proteins  and  pigments  of  the  plant. 

This  juice  can  be  spray  dried  to  form  a  powdered  concentrate  of  the 
valuable  proteins,  vitamins ;  and  pigments  that  have  led  to  wide  use  of 
alfalfa  meal  in  poultry  feeds.    But  the  shipping  weight  of  the  concentrate 
is  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  weight  of  the  equivalent  meal. 
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Bureau  Agricultural  Economics  Briefs  -  " 

Farm  costs  are  at  an  unprecendented  high  level.    They  have  been  on  the 
increase  for  several  years  and  the  prospect  for  next  year  is  generally  upward 
for  most  cost  items.    Since  1939  farmers'  out-of-pocket  operating  expenses 
have  risen  from  9  to  25  percent  a  year.    Seme  further  increase  is  expected 
in  1948.  .. 

Production  of  Sudan-grass  -seed  this  year  is  forecast  at  19,940.000 
pounds  of  clean  seed.    This  is  amaller  than  any  previous  crop  on  record  (since 
1929)  except  in  193^,  when  17^050,000  pounds  were  produced.    The  prospective 
1947  crop  is  14  percent  smaller  than  the  small  1946  crop  of  23,300,000  pounds 
and- 60  percent  "below  the  1936-45  average  of  50. 302, 000  pounds,    Of  the  eight 
producing  States,  production  in  only  three .. .Nebraska ,  Kansas,  and  Oregon  .»  , 
is  indicated  larger  this  year  than  last. 

'  Production  of  sunflower  seed  this  year  is  expected  to  "be  the  smallest 
since  1930.    It  is  forecast  at  2,450,000  pounds  of  clean  seed,  compared  with 
4.710,000  pounds  last  year  and  the  1941-45  average  of  4,932,000  pounds.  The 
small  crop  this  year  is  due  to  a  sharp  reduction  in  acreage .  Production 
in  each  of  the  principal  producing  States ...  Calif  ornia.  Illinois,  and  Missouri 
...  is  much  smaller  this  year  than  last  and  much  below  average .    No  data  are 
available  for  other  producing  States  such  as  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Indiana. 

Fluid  milk  prices  advanced  again  both  at  retail  and  producer  levels 
during  early  October  as  milk  production  continued  to  decline  seasonally. 
Approximately  one  in  ever3r  four  markets  reported  higher  retail  prices  in 
early  October  than  in  September .  More  than  two -thirds  of  the  gains  were 
in  the  North  Atlantic  and  North  Central  areas. 

Prices  of  standard  grade  milk  delivered  to  homes  in  24  cities  averaged 
19.4  cents  per  quart  for  early  October  compared  with  19e0  cents  in  September, 
19.1  cents  for  October  1946  and  a  5-year  October  average  of  14.5  .cents  per 
quart.    The  present  October  retail  price  is  the  highest  of  any  month  on 
records  extending  back  through  1919. 

The  current  demand  for  baby  chicks  is  "spotty" »    Hatcherymen  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  report  that  demand  for  baby  chicks  for  meat  birds  remains 
good.    In  other  sections  of  the  country  there  are  signs  of  a  slackening 
in  the  demand  for  chicks  due  to  the  slump  in  prices  for  poultry  during  the 
recent  weeks  •    The  number  of  chicks  that  will  be  hatched  during  October  may 
be  slightly  larger  than  the  October  hatch  of  last  year.    The  number  of  eggs 
in  incubators  on  October  1  was  about  10  percent  more  than  on  October  1  a 
year  ago. 

With  prospective  production  of  alfalfa  seed  only  one  percent  smaller 
than  the  record  crop  of  last  year  and  carry-over  three  times  larger  than 
a  year  ago,  current  supplies  are  the  largest  on  record. 
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"Write  For  It"  Department 

* 

A  whole  "batch"  of  new  and.  reprint  Farmers'  Bulletins  were  made  available 
this  week  .   We'll  list  them  by  name  and  you  can  drop  us  the  usual  letter  for 
copies  that  may  be  of  interest  to  you. 

If  you  insist  on  looking  a  gift  horse  in  the  mouth,  we  have  a  bulletin 
called  "Determining  the  Age  of  Farm  Animals  by  Their  Teeth."    And  there  is 
a  leaflet  on  "Sphagnum  Moss  for  Seed  Germination",  one  on  Lespedeza,and  one 
on  Goose  Raising.    There's  one  on  the  "Care  and  Eepair  of  Mowers  and  Binders", 
one  on  the  Management  of  Honeybee  Colonies  in  the  Northern  States,  one  from 
KEA  called  "Electricity  Comes  to  Eural  America",  and  a  good  publication  on 
roses  entitled  "Roses  for  the  Home",     Other  reprints  include:     "The  Peach 
Borer",  Measuring  Hay  in  Stacks",  Plowing  Terraced  Land",  "Crested  Wheatgrass" 
"Sheep  and  Goat  Lice",  "Clothes  Moths",  "How  to  Graze  Blue  Gamma  on  South- 
western Ranges", "Dwarf  Fruits",  "House  Ants",  "Capons  and  Caponizing",  and 
"Our  American  Land,  a  story  of  Conservation". 

In  addition  we  have  the  mimeographed  Recommendations  for  the  Control  of 
Tobacco  Insects  for  the  Season  19kS  and  another  opus  by  T,  Swann  Harding 
with  the  title  "Abridged  List  of  Federal  Laws  Applicable  to  Agriculture", 
This  one  starts  with  agriculture  law  in  177&  a^d  comes  up  to  the  present 
time.    You'll  have  to  write  T.  Swann  for  your  copy.    He's  in  Office  of  In- 
formation here,  of  course. 

Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't.  Director  of  Information 

Chief,  Radio  and  Video 

Enclosures: 


The  Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 
FAO  Information  Service  Bulletin 
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RECORDINGS  AT  NATIONAL  ^-H  CLUB  CONGRESS 
ORDER  BLANK 

NAME  

STATION  

MAILING  AND  BILLING  ADDRESS 


Place  my  order  with  the  National  Committee  for  Boys  and  Girls  Club  Work 
for   "  recordings  . 


I  understand  my  station  or  office  indicated  in  the  above  address  will  "be 
hilled  hy  the  Committee  at  the  rate  of  $10  per  16  inch  side,  or  $19-50  for 
two  sides  of  same  platter.    Mailing  will  he  Express  collect. 

I  WILL  NOT  ATTEND  CONGRESS  AND  WANT  THE  RADIO  COMMITTEE  TO  ENCEE  MY 
RECORDINGS 


I  WILL  ATTEND  CONGRESS  AND  WILL  EMCEE  MY  OWN  RECORDINGS 


My  first  and  second  choice  of  recording  time  is  -  Monday  morning^  

Monday  afternoon  

Tuesday  morning 

Tuesday  afternoon  

Wednesday  morning  

Wednesday  afternoon 


HAVE  YOU  CONTACTED  YOUR  STATE  k-R  LEADER? 


Mail  to  Joe  Tonkin,  Radio  Service,  USDA,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
"before  November  21.    Orders  after  that  date  should  he  mailed 
to  Joe  at  National  Committee  for  Boys  and  Girls  Cluh  Work, 
59  East  Van  Buren,  Chicago  5,  Illinois. 


# 

t 


i 


J'fl  7"  „ 


7,  V****** 


From  the:  ^    -^"^  : 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  . 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION  October  31,  19^7 

Grain  Saving  as  The  Grain  Belt  Sees  It 


RADIO  SERVICE 


As  grain-saving  tenpo  stepped  up  this  week  (joint  USDA  Citizens'  Com- 
mittee statement,  etc.),  we  received  from  Iowa  Extension  a  feed  and  feed 
saving  program  recommended  to  the  USDA  Council  .   Under  the  heading  "A 
Program  for  the  Icwa  Farmer,"  we  get  the  thinking  from  the  State  where 
farmers  grow  lots  of  feed. ..where  they  feed  lots  of  feed. 

After  reflections  on  cur  humanitarian  interest  in  Europeans., .and  the  ;  « 
selfish  angle  of  the  way  our  security  hangs  on  Europe's  reconstruction..* 
the  Iowa  folks  say: 

"For  the  producer  of  livestock  and  livestock  products,  the  problem  now 
is  to  plan  his  production" ...  so ... "the  available  feed  supply  will  do  the 
most  good  for  "both  himself  and  for  his  country,.  t». 

"There  are  a  lot  of  reasons  why  the  Iowa  livestock  farmer  should  save 
grain  this  winter  and  make  every  kernel  of  ccrn  do  its  full  duty. 

"A  sober  lock  at  the  world  feed  and  political  situation  shows  the 
first  and  most  important  one  »    While  other  methods  of  grain  and  food  saving 
are  necessary  and  important,  the  "bulk  of  the  grain  needed  to  make  up  the 
deficit  in  the  stocks  now  available  to  meet  our  commitments  for  expert  to 
hungry  Europe  must  be  squeezed  out  of  the  already  short  livestock  feed  . 
supply  . 

"But  there  are  also  some  mighty  good  closer  home  reasons  for  saving 
grain.'    Grain  prices  are  at  dizzy  heights  and  export  demand  coupled  with  the 
short  crop  are  just  about  sure  to  keep  them  up.    Feeding  margins  with  all 
sorts  of  livestock  are  likely  to  be  narrow  or  even  on  the  minus  side  at 
times .  . 

"Roughage  and  protein  feed  are  relatively  more  plentiful  and  cheaper 
than  grain.   Making "the  most  of  them  in  saving  grain  will  cut  feeding  costs 
and  often  increase  feeding  efficiency." 

With  folks  in  the  main  feed-growing  belt  thinking  that  way,  it 
ought  to  encourage  grain  saving  on  the  part  of  farmers  elsewhere 


Farmers  in 'your  neighborhood  who  already  are  saving  oh. grain. . .as 
well  as  the  experts  * .  .have  the  stories  on  how  to  save  under  local  con- 
ditions . 


Timetable  on  Production  Goals 


From  present  indications ,  it  looks  as  if  the  most  of  the  rest  of 
the  tentative  national  production  goals  for  19^8  will  be  out  in  10  days 
or  so. 

Those  yet  to  come  include: 

Feed  grains ...  tame  hay. . .meat  animals ...  spring  and  summer  truck  crops 
(commodity  guides  "by  seasons  "but  no  State  goals ).. .dairy .poultry. . .hay 
and  legume  seeds  ...  cotton. . .naval  stores... dry  "beans  ...  rice.     The  story  on 
"bees  and  sugar  is  still  uncertain. 

Further  in  the  future  are  fall  truck  crop  guides... and  sweet  potato 
goals* . .due  toward  the  end  of  the  year. 

And  fall  pig  goals  due  about  the  first  of  '48. 

Remember,  those  are  the  tentative  national  goals .     Of  the  tentative 
national  goals  already  announced,  State  goals  already  have  been  announced 
on  seme. . .with  final  State  goals  expected  in  10  days  or  so  on  the  following 

commodities : 

Dry  peas  ...  winter  cover  crop  seed... hens  and  pullets .flaxseed. spring 

pigs  . 

And  while  we're  talking  about  State  goalsy  the  State  people  are  giving 
more  active  consideration  than  ever  before  to  the  State  figures  decided  upon 
for  the  various  commodities .    You  may  find  livelier  angles  than  usual  on 
the  changes  up  or  down  from  last  year. 

The  commodity  people  at  the  colleges  and  Extension  services. - .and 
chairmen  of  the  USDA  councils     .are  points  of  contact. 


Keep  Sugar  Prices  Steady 

Our  USDA  sugar  men  say  that  * . . even  with  price  controls  on  sugar  lifted 
as  of  tomorrow  night  (Oct.  31) ...  there ' s  no_cause  for  sugar  prices  to  go 
up.    So  tell  your  listeners  to  keep  their  hats  on. 

The  sugar  men  explain  that  our  CCC  expects  to  go  right  on  releasing 
raw  sugar  at  the  same  price  it  has  been... and  the  outlook  is  good  for  next 
year's  crop.    So>  again,  there's  no  point  to  making  a  run  on  sugar... and 
helping  start  a  price  rise  that  otherwise  need  not  occur „ 


UNESCO  Conference  Starts  November  6 

The  second  annual  UNESCO  conference  opens  in.  Mexico  City,  November  6. 
It's  the  United  Nations  affiliate  that  is  trying  to  bring  about  closer 
educational,  scientific,  and  cultural  relations  among.. the  nations.  Some 
State  Agricultural  Extension  Services  are  working  with  UNESCO. 
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Preview  of  Animal  Parasite  Control 

In  Atlanta  this  week  (Sept.  27-28) ,  State  and  Federal  livestock  para- 
site control  men  from  10  Southern  States*  looked  ahead  to  new  developments  in 
control  of  major  insects  and  parasites  .    Seme  of  their  discussions  will  in- 
terest BFD's  throughout  the  country. 

Big  topic  on  the  program  was  plans  to  do  more  pest  control  on  an  area  . . 
rather  than  individual  farm. . ."basis.    Various  States  throughout  the  country 
have  tackled  flies  on  a  community -wide  "basis.     In  the  South,   several  States 
including  Mississippi/  Florida,  and  Louisiana. , .already  are  doing  area  work 
on  certain  other  insects t    In  future  plans,  these  insects  slated  for  area 
control.,. in  fact,  complete  eradication. . .include  grubs,  hern  flies,  house 
flies,  mosquitoes    lice,  ticks. 

Upon  their  return  home,  the  conferees  were  to  move  toward  pilot  area 
control  projects  in  their  various  States.    Keep  in  touch  with  county  agents, 
State  extension  services,  USDA  field  entomologists  fcr  developments.     ■  ■ 

The  pest  control  leaders  also  heard  reports  from  scientists  on  progress 
en  new  control  materials : 

Lead  Arsenate- -Premising  progress  report  on  experiments  (not  yet 
reported  in  publication)  in  control  of  tape  worms  in  sheep. 

DDT— Still  most  important  single  material  fcr  animal  insects,  hut 
certain  other .materials  in  prospect  fcr  some  insects. 

BEC-- ("benzene  hexachloride )  offers  promise  fcr  lice  and  mange  for 
swine  and  poultry, "but  it  is  odoriferous.    Some  studies  indicate  it  will 
taint  the  meat  and  eggs;  others  indicate  not. 

Methoxy  DDT- -Less  toxic  to  humans  and  animals  than  DDT „  Controls 
certain  insects  almost  as  well  as  DDT;  e.g.,  hern  fly* 

Chloridane - -Shews  promise  against  fleece  worms;  perhaps  longer-lasting 
effect  than  present  remedies. 

Sodium  fluoride --Shews  promise  against  large  round  worms  of  pigs. 

Phenothiazine- -Progress  on  self -medication  for  cattle,  similar  to 
mixture  with  salt  for  sheep.    Trend  toward  smaller  doses... at  more  frequent 
intervals , , .  for  horse  strengyles. 

Incidentally,  the  control  scientists  are  looking  fcr  some  material 
to  kill  cattle  grubs  before  they  move  through  the  animals  "body,,  up  to  its 
"back.    As  it  is,  the  grubs  spend  5  cr  6  months  in  the  cattle  before  they 
are  killed  by  the  present  treatments.    But  the  scientists  haven't  found 
any  practical  method. 

Contact  State  and  USDA  scientists  and  control  men  for-- details  on  these 
various  developments . 

*  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Kentucky,  Tennessee. 
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Tips  on  Outlook  Conference  Follow-up 


:  ■-:  •    In  a  few-  days  ,  Extension economists ,  ■  heme  economic  specialists ,  and 
others  will  "be  returning  to  your  States : from  the  2fth 'Annual  Agricultural 
Outlook  Conference  here  in  Washington,  Nov.  3~7»    As  they  get  the  national 
outlook  interpreted  in  terms  of  local  conditions,  they  will  hold' meetings 
with  county  extension  workers  and  farmers.  • 

Here  are  a  few  of  the  things  you  may  want  to  he  on-  the  look-out  for 
from  these  State  and  local  workers: 

What  About  Foreign  Demand- -A  highlight  of  the  conference  is  a  talk  "by 
Charles  P,  Kindleberger,  special  advisor.  Off-ice  of  Financial"  and  Development 
Policy,  Department  of  State.    He  will  talk  in  particular  about  how  possible 
aid  programs  for  Europe  will  affect  outlets  for  cur  farm  products. 

What  Ecgional  Farming  Changes  Ahead—Half  day  sessions  care  being  devoted 
to  farming  adjustments  ahead  in  five  main  farm  regions :    Northeast. . .South 
. . »Corn  Belt. . .Great  Plains  > . »West . 

Farm  Family  Living  Prospects --This  is  being  "taken  up  by  regions .. .with 
further  specific  discussions  of  such  matters  as  outlook  for  building  material 
and  equipment,  surveys  on  housing  needs  and  preferences  , 

Commodity  Outlooks --The  State  Extension  Economists  can  give  you  the 
local  angles  on  the  national  outlooks . 

Incidentally,  we  expect  to  send  you  a  book  of  outlook  charts  next  week. 


More  About  Eats  ; 

A  fact  sheet  on  Eat  Control  is  in  the  mill  new  and  should  be  available 
for  enclosure  with  the  EFD  Letter  within  the  next  two  weeks.    It  is  esti- 
mated that  rats  consume  nearly  200  million  bushels  of  grain  on  American 
farms  each  year.    Of  course,  no  one  is  so  optimistic  as  to  expect  the 
current  anti-rat  campaign  to  make  a  big  reduction  in  this  type  of  grain 
loss  in  the  immediate  future  .   But  such  a  campaign  is  long  overdue.  And 
every  bit  of  grain  it  saves  justifies  the  effort  4    For  latest  dope  on  rat 
control,  check  with  county  agents.  State  Extension,  and  local  Biological 
Survey  representatives . 


About  Garden  Conferences 

Eepcrts  from  the  recent  garden  conference  at  Atlanta,  Ga„  on  October  20 
and  from  the.  one  in  New  Orleans  on  October  22  indicate  the  meetings  made 
real  progress  in  getting  the  garden  campaign  started  in  the' South  and  South 
Central  areas.    More  conferences  are  being  planned  for  other  sections:  of 
the  country,  but  as  yet  dates  are  only  tentative  .  - . 

Midwest  EFD's  may  want  to  make  note  of  the  meetings  of  the  National 
Garden  Institute  in  Chicago  in  early  December. 

Remember,  the  goal  is  for  20  million  Freedom  Gardens  in  '48. 


Coffee  Pulp  Feed  for  Dairy  Cattle 

The  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relatione  and  the  Department  of  State 
will  release  a  story  on  Sunday  which  telle  cf  STiccossf^"1   ?~~,;«rative  ex- 
periments "by  scientists  from  USD/:  and  El  Salvador  (in  the  later  country) 
that  prove  the  waste  pulp  of  the  coffee  "bean  is  a  practical  corn- substitute 
cattle  feed  for  riilk  production     These  experiments  under  specific  conditions 
show  the  coffee  pulp  can  "be  substituted  pound  for  pound  for  corn  as  cattle 
feed  for  milk  production.     The  discovery  is  considered  important  not  only 
.from  the  standpoint  cf  the  economy  of  coffee  producing  countries ,  "but  its 
limited  effect  on  the  world  wide  shortage  cf  feedgrains  * 

Coffee  pulp  is  the  fleshy  covering  cf  the  coffee  "bean  and  is  largely 
a  waste  product.     Tests  have  proved  that  its  digestibility  approaches  that 
of  corn,  although  its  palatability  is  unsatisfactory.    For  that  reason  it 
is  fed  as  a  ration  component.     Tests  are  now  underway  to  determine  the 
pulp's  value  as  a  poultry  feed.    Seme  of  these  tests  will  be  conducted 
at  Beltsville,  while  others  will  be  carried  out  at  state  experiment  stations. 
One  hundred  pounds  of  the  pulp  is  being  flown  to  Belts ville  and  a  ton  more 
is  on  the  way  by  boat. 

It  is  estimated  that  if  all  available  coffee  pulp  in  producing  countries 
in  the  Western  Hemisphere  were  converted  into  feed,  it  would  about  equal 
3^4-  million  bushels  cf  corn  in  feed  value ,  or  about  one  percent  of  the 
United  States '  corn  crop".    But  if  this  much,  coffee  pulp  feed  were  available 
to  other  countries  of  the  world,  it  would  reduce  the  demands  on  our  corn 
just  that  much. 

Converting  coffee  pulp  into  feed  is  described  as  relatively  simple 
and  economically  practicable. 


Mechanical  Boot  Harvest  is  Ho re 

Hugh  Ecmcs,  farm  labor  information  man  with  Extension    returns  from 
three  weeks  study  in  the  West  with  the  opinion  that  the •  much -talked - 
about  "mechanized  harvest"  of  sugar  beets  has  actually  arrived. 

If  farmers  can  get  the  machines,  those  in  the  know  think  farmers 
will  harvest  at  least  half  their  crop  with  machines  in  '48. ..as  against 
30  percent  in  '47,  and  10  percent  in  '46.    All  the  problems  haven't 
been  licked  yet.    But  Eemes  brings  back  informed  opinions  that  in  3  or 
k-  vears,  "mechanized  harvest"  will  have  developed  maximum  effectiveness. 

Save  Wheat --Savo  I-Lot—Savo  the  Peace 

That's  the  theme  in  the  food  caving  pr  gram  that  the  Citizens  Feed 
C  mmittec  is  pushing  with  c  nsumcrc .  . 

Sec  end;  cure  with  specific  sugcccti^iic  cn  savings. 
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A  MO  KG      0  U  R  S  E  L  V  E  S  Itljfi 

Orchids  to  "Bill  Scott  _-_F ores t  Ranger"  ,/,. 

Our  'Bill  Bergoffen-  (radio  r:an  for.  Forest  .Service-)  is  modestly  sharing 
•pride  with  the  -New  York" City  Board  of.  Education  and  Station  WNYE  for  honors 
to  his  brain-child : "Bill  Scott  -  F: rest  Ranger"  at  Chi-ccgo  this  week.  The 
School  Broadcast- Conference  gave  the. "Bill  Scott"  dranatized. forest  con- 
servation series  a  special  citation  (one  of  four  given)  over  and  above  the 
general  run  of  awards,     Hie  'series  of         minute  shows  was  first  produced 
by  student  and  professional  actors  at  W11YE,  under  the  direction  of  Van 
Rensselaer  Brekhahne .    Since  then  the  series  has  "been  used  (nainly  "by 
transcription)  by  about  100  outlets:  schools,  colleges,  and  radio  stations. 

If  the  folks  at  your  station  arc  interested  in  the  series,  get  in 
touch  with  the  nearest  Rc-gicnal  Office  of  the.  Forest  Service,  or  with  us. 


Tonkin  Reports  on  E est 

Joe  Tonkin,  just  "back  frcn  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  South  Carolina, 
reports  that  80  people  frcn  West  Virginia    Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  attended 
the  Sixth  Annual  KDKA.  Farm  Radio  Conference  last  Saturday..    "When  that 
many  people  gather  at  a  radio  station  at  in  the  morning  for  a  farm 

"broadcast  and  conference,  its  a  real  tribute  -to  the  fellow  who  has  been 
doing  the  work.    Take  a  bow,  Hcner. 

Fifteen  County  Extension  Workers  and  State  Extension  Editor  R.  D. 
Michael  attended  the  radio  school  in  Famville .  Va.  last  Monday-  This 
group  carries  on  a  daily  farm  and  hone  broadcast  over  station  WFLO. 

The  new  sound  treated  transcription  studios  and  a  control  roon  complete 
with  two  recording  tables  is  the  proud  pesession  of  the  Extension  Service 
at  Clensen  College,  South  Carolina .    Radio  Editor  Paul  Seabrook  already 
has  plans  for  an  extensive  transcription  service  to  stations  in  his  state, 
while  other  prograns  will  be  done  by  direct  wire.    WAIM,  Anderson,  S.  C, 
is  now  carrying  such  a  pre  gran  frcn  the  college.: 

Dick  Cech    new  Extension  Radio  Editor  at  Ohio- State  has  inaugurated 
a  transcription  service  to  eighteen  Ohio  stations  in  addition  to  reviving 
the  Farm  and  Heme  Continuity  Series , 

Bill  Dcddcridgc,  new  General  Manager  of  VASL,  Annapolis,  Maryland  is 
cooperating  with  Editor  Art  Durfee,  in  bringing  a  five  ninute  Extension 
interview  each  day  to  Southern  Maryland  listeners  on  the  station's  Farn 
and  Hone  Hour.     The  interviews  are  recorded  on  tape,  . 

A  visitor  in  the  Radio  Service  this  week  was  Bhawan  Raisinghani  of 
Pakistan  (India).    He  leaves  next  week  for  almost  a  nonth  in  Texas.  Con- 
tact will  be  Texas  A  &  M  College . 


AMONG  OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 


Reynolds  Reports  on  Southwest 

And  Dana  Reynolds  is  "back  from  a  month's  trip  with  news  from  the 
Southwest . 

Texas  has  just  finished  a  series  of  five  radio  schools  for  agents... 
and  one  for  staff  at  College  Station,    A&M's  new  radio  nan  Andy  Aden,  and 
assistant  Claire  Banister .RFD  Proxy  Laync  Beaty  of  WBAP ,  Fort  Worth, 
and  RFD  Bill  Shonette  of  WOAI  San  Antonio. and  Dana  rede  the  agent  school 
circuit;  and  the  A  &  M  folks  and  RFD's  handled  the  staff  school.  Much 
enthusiasm  for  radio  all  along  the  line  . 

In  Louisiana,  new  Extension  radio  nan,  G.  F.  Durbin,  has  just  got  his 
feet  under  the  desk... and  is  cogitating  on  a  prospective  transcription 
service  to  Ik  stations and  a  possible  feature  over  the  new  canpus  FM 
station. 

While  dewn  in  New  Orleans  ,  RFD  Gordon  Loudon  of  WWL  is  planning  expanded 
market  coverage,  in  addition  to  his  two  daily  farm  shows  at  5  an&  6  a.n. 


Bob  White  Hero  for  Broadcast 


Bob  White,  agricultural  director  for  ABC,  is  in  town  today  for 
tomorrow's  feature  on  projects  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act... 
in  the  "American  Farmer"  over  the  ABC  Network.    He's  interviewing  Under 
Secretary  Dodd,  Research  and  Marketing  Act  /dministrator  Meyer,  and  Chief 
Trullinger  of  Office  of  Experiment  Stations.    And  Bob  is  meeting  with 
USDA  radio  people  this  afternoon. 

Cordially, 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't.  Director  of  Information 

Chief,  Radio  and  Video 

Enclosures : 

The  Citizens  Food  Committee  Program 
Statistical  Summary 
FAO  Information  Service  Bulletin 
International  Emergency  Food  Council 
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